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Lawnridge Hall 
rings with sound of 
dulcimers (as well 
as mandolin, violin, 
cello, piano, and 
guitar) as the 
instrumental 
jammers play 
traditional tunes 
after the Song 
Swap.   

"Up home" was where "the folks" lived. "The 
folks" is our second and most important term.  
When I was little (and I was once), whenever dad 
said, "the folks", I knew that he meant grandpa 
and grandma Waun.  Although they were not my 
dad's parents or my biological grandparents, they 
had taken on the responsibility of raising my dad, 
thus they came to be my grandparents.  In their 
little home on Germania Road they had a piano 
and a violin, and on a few occasions I got to hear 
these instruments played - hymns mostly.    
  
As I grew, I began to realize that my dad used 
the term "the folks" for more than just grandpa 
and grandma.  It also might refer to aunts, 
uncles, close friends, and lots of other fine 
people.  I also came to love, as my dad did, the 
opportunity to go up home and visit the folks.  All 
the folks - especially at Christmas.  One year we 
got snowed in.  It was glorious. 
  
Here is my holiday wish for my dear friends at 
Paint Creek Folklore Society.  
  
 
May you get snowed in with the folks up home,  
    and like the Cass River,  
       slow down and let yourselves rest for a little.  
 
 
Happy Holidays! 
 

December Message 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Thanks to all of you for your help and support with 
this year’s Tin Whistle.  It was quite a gig, as 
musicians say.  Every year the Tin Whistle reminds 
me of gigs that I've seen in the past.  Though I 
probably haven't seen as many as most Paint Creek 
Folklore Society members, there have been a few  
I recall vividly.  There was The Who, Doc Watson, 
Ray Charles, George Benson, Hank Williams Jr. 
(before he was famous), and yes, he can play.   
The Band, Bruce Springsteen, Ramsey Lewis Trio  
...well, you get the picture. 
 
I want to talk to you this month about two terms that 
my dad liked to use.  He used them all the time.  I 
know what you're thinking, you're thinking that this 
President's message should address the wonders of 
the holiday season, well, trust me, we'll get there 
eventually. 
  
One term dad used was "up home".  When he said, 
"Let's go up home," dad meant that we 
were heading out to the Thumb, specifically towards 
Germania and Mushroom Roads in Sanilac 
County.   The south branch of the Cass River 
passes through there, usually very slowly, and 
taking its own sweet time doing it.  Little towns like 
Peck, Snover, Argyle, and Decker are there.   You 
will also find a few greater metropolises such as 
Sandusky and Croswell.  Mind you, Croswell still has 
the sugar plant, and my advice is to stay a good deal 
up wind of that.   All in all, it's God's Country. 
 
 



 

Next Regular Meeting: December 1 
Our next meeting at Lawnridge Hall 
 

Join us for our next regular meeting at Lawnridge 
Hall.  The Hall will be open at 4:00pm for the 
Songwriter’s Circle upstairs and jamming 
downstairs.  Call your friends and remind them to 
bring instruments!  We encourage folks to arrive by 
7:00 to chat and renew memberships and such. 
 

 

 

 
 
The meeting starts promptly at 7:30 with the Song of 
the Month, and a few announcements.  That will 
give meeting hosts Storm and Arthur Kuhn a little 
time to set up the dining room.  After enjoying some 
treats, we’ll get instructions and play the Song 
Game, and then share some seasonal songs and 
carols, and break for jamming. 
 

 

 
 
 

Lawnridge Hall is located on the campus of 
University Presbyterian Church, on the east side of 
Adams Road, between Hamlin and Avon.   
 

Lawnridge Hall, University Presbyterian, 1385 S. Adams, Rochester Hills
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Potluck o’Snacks 
Something new this December 
 

Members with last names starting with A-L should 
bring your favorite dessert or appetizer.  Members 
with last names starting with M-Z should also bring 
your favorite dessert or appetizer.  Finger food is 
encouraged, as are disposable containers. 
 

Paint Creek Country Orchestra 

Carrying on a great tradition  
 

The Paint Creek Country Orchestra is getting 
started with rehearsals for the Starry Night for a 
Ramble dance on February 9, 2008.  Contact  
Judi Morningstar to participate at (248) 889-3013  
or gjmorningstar@comcast.net). 
 
A Bit of Board News 

�

The Board meets again January 9th at the Acosta 
home.  Also, Dave Falk has completed the change 
of hosting for our website. Watch for changes over 
the next months at paintcreekfolkloresociety.org.   
 

The Old Front Porch Radio Show 

�

Remember to tune in to Maggie Ferguson’s great 
folk show every Tuesday from 5-7pm, on Oakland 
University’s WXOU.  If you are close to the Auburn 
Hills campus, tune to 88.3 FM, or from anywhere 
else on the planet, just visit wxou.org and click on 
“Listen Live”. 
  

Another Great Comfy Concert 
Chuck Suchi wsg the Milroys 
 

The last Comfy Concert of the year was an 
awesome show – the Milroys told great (though 
often dark) stories with their songs.  Chuck Suchi 
wove tales of being a Dakota rancher with songs 
that reached out to everyone, touching, funny, 
and always genuine.  It was a great evening!  
Many thanks to hosts Phil and Althea Doolittle 
and to all of the volunteers that make this series 
possible. 



November Meeting Highlights 
Secretary Mary St. Clair 
 
Social time was well attended.  It’s really nice that 
so many folks show up around 7 pm.  It gives us a 
little time to say “hi” and get settled before Arthur 
Kuhn pipes us in at 7:30. 
 
Denise Marie Stein opened the meeting with a 
humorous Song of the Month, Uncle Dave Macon’s 
Dixie Bee Line. 
 
Mathew Greenia led “Scratchy Records,” the 
November workshop.  Mathew grew up with a 78 
player in the home, as his dad was a collector.  
When Mathew was 30 years old he was playing 
string band and country music in New York City, he 
became interested in collecting the 78’s himself.  
For Mathew, it’s a hobby born of interest in the 
music.  He wants disks that can be played and 
enjoyed, and he’s not particularly interested in 
archiving his collection.    
 
To spin some tunes for us, he literally cranked up 
his portable record player. It’s not electric; inside it 
has a metal band that gets wound up. There’s also 
something called a governor, which keeps the spin 
speed constant. You can see the crank in this 
photo. 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
later records, 78’s have a long, narrow groove with 
tiny bumps and ridges.  Most ‘78’s grooves were cut 
“side-to-side”, though Thomas Edison made his cut 
“up-and-down.”  As the needle travels down the 
groove, the bumps and ridges make it vibrate. 
 
There is a mica chip near the needle.  The mica 
vibrates, and these vibrations go down the hollow 
arm to be magnified in the hollow box underneath 
the record.  The “speakers” are two holes in the 
back…to let the sound out!  The result is not very 
loud, but it is clear.   
 
He explained that from 1900 to the crash of 1929 
was the “Golden Age” of 78 recordings.  During that 
time, 250,000 Victrolas were made!   Very few 78’s 
were made during WWII, and after the war, the 
technology had changed and 33’s were introduced. 
 
He alternated between giving a virtual tour of the 
record player, winding it up, and playing tunes 
Matthew even had some later 78’s that were “too 
modern” to be played on his old crank-up machine, 
because they were made of materials that had too 
much ‘drag’ to them.   
 
Speaking of drag, did you know that you have to 
replace needles every second or third playing?   
Otherwise, the needle starts harming the record.  
Mathew hasn’t figured out what to do with all his old 
needles yet!  
 
We started off listening to Peeler’s Jacket and 
Marching Through Georgia. Before the war there 
were many smaller record companies, and a great 
variety of band music on disk.  For instance, 
Peeler’s Jacket was a bagpipe-fiddle duet!   
 
Mathew played Carve dat Possum, Vernon Dalhart 
playing Miner, and the Carson Robinson Trio’s  
No, I Don’t Want to be Rich!  He played Uncle Bill’s 
Last Ride and Frankie Whitlock and His Guitar.  We 
agreed with Mathew that the musicianship on these 
early recordings is exceptional! 
 
After great snacks provided by Andy Mather,  
Joann Shulte, and Patti Proctor, we were piped 
back in for announcements and the Song Swap.   
 

The term 78 refers to how fast the disk spins – 78 
revolutions per minute, much faster than the larger, 
thinner 33 rpm albums or LP’s (long playing).  Like  

Workshop leader Mathew Greenia 
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Randy Proctor

Nick Proctor

Joann Shulte
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Andy Mather and his new friend“Flaps” 

Judi Morningstar     Liza Shone 

year. Just as he was 
starting,  though 
Maggie presented 
him with his very 
own buzzard.  It was 
hilarious!   
“I’ve never been 
upstaged by a prop 
before,” Andy said.   
 
 
 

November Song Swap 
Secretary Mary St. Clair 
 
The dual themes  
for the Song Swap  
were “Things that  
Go Bump in the  
Night”, and “Things  
that Go Bump  
Along the Beltway.”  
Randy Proctor  
opened with a tune  
that fit into last  
month’s hunting  
theme, The Deer  
Hunting Song, 
which he played  
on his native American flute. 

Next up was 
Nick Proctor, 
Randy’s son 
and a fine 
musician in  
his own right.   
He wowed us 
all by playing 
the graceful 
classical 
melody 
Concertino  
on his cello!   
 

Following Nick 
was Joann Shulte, 
who shared the 
touching tune she 
had written for her 
brother during his 
final illness, 
Remembering 
You, played on 
her autoharp.   
Andy Mather sang 
his original song 
entitled Hinckley, 
about the 
buzzards that 
gather in that 
Ohio town each  

while an exchange 
student in the 
Philippines, Silayan.   
Only much later did 
she learn that this is 
the song that all the 
funeral directors use!  
We all waltzed in our 
seats with Michael 
Usinger on piano 
playing Elizabeth. 
 

It took up more than his allotted four minutes, but to 
be fair, he was ambushed.   The next person up 

was Barbara  
Hoover, who 
sang Bill Withers’ 
Lean on Me, 
accompanying 
herself on guitar.  
Judi Morningstar 
did a medley of 
Jump at the Sun 
and her own 

original tune Walkin’ in My Sleep on her hammered 
dulcimer.   Liza Shone shared a song she learned 

Barbara Hoover 

Michael Usinger 
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Lois Keel

Eric and Polly Rapp 

Leonardo 

Maggie Ferguson 

Dave Falk scared us all by wearing a “scream” 
mask, while he did a great job on John Gorka’s  
People My Age (Have Started Looking Gross).   
Phil Doolittle brought out his mandolin, 
accompanied by Randy Proctor for Devil’s Dream.     
 

jamming 
downstairs and 
ringing vocal 
jamming upstairs.   
 

The new schedule 
is working well – 
there’s time for 
plenty of jamming 
every month, now. 
 

Eric and Polly Rapp sang a cautionary song,   
The Downward Road.  After all, what could be 
scarier than Hell?   
Next, Leonardo  
performed a song  
he wrote for a  
contest - and won! 
He played the song 
Queste Donne - 
left-handed on a  
right-handed  
12-string guitar.  
 

Dave Falk 

Phil Doolittle and Randy Proctor

Lois Keel brought 
out her spooky   
bowed psaltery.  
As you can see in 
the picture, it’s a 
small, triangular 
instrument.  It has 
a scratchy, ringing 
tone perfect for 
playing creepy 
tunes. 
She accompanied 
herself and led us 
in Tom Lehrer’s  
gruesome song 
Irish Ballad, aka 
Rickity Tickity Tin.  
 

 

Guest Eric Ozar sang 
Anne Bolin, and last, 
Maggie Ferguson with 
Backwood Baxter Chapel 
by Laura Bates and 
Brandon Foote.  The 
evening was topped of by 
awesome instrumental  
 Eric Ozar 
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Paint Creek’s Tin Whistle: A Great Evening of Music 

Music from Near and Far 
 

The 36th annual Tin Whistle was a blast.  Co-chairs Al and Joann Shulte 
arranged a wonderful evening of music!  Because of renovations at Fellowship 
Hall, this year’s Tin Whistle concert was held at First Presbyterian of Pontiac.  
It’s a delightful venue; very comfortable and airy, with excellent acoustics.   
 
 
 
 

Roger Blair, Andy Mather, Art Wojtowicz, and Denise Marie Stein

Shaun Richardson, cousin Carmen Giles, and brother James Richardson

An amazingly graceful finale 

Laura Boosinger and Josh Goforth

Arthur Kuhn 

Arthur Kuhn started off the 
evening in high style by piping 
up the aisle in full Scots 
regalia.  He played several 
piping styles on different kinds 
if bagpipes, including Highland 
and shuttle pipes.  Then 
things went from grand to 
ridiculous when Andy took the 
stage with a buzzard perched 
on his guitar.  But then his 
friends Roger, Art, and Denise 
joined him, and the mood 
turned sublime. 

The first of the two headline acts was Cats and the 
Fiddler, a trio of twelve and thirteen year olds with the 
talent and stage presence of seasoned veterans.  Their 
masterful combination of gospel harmony, virtuoso 
instrumentals, and high-energy bluegrass stole the show.  
If you missed it, visit their site at catsandthefiddler.com 
for samples, gigs, and CDs. 
 
The last performer, Laura Boosinger, came all the way 
from South Carolina to entertain us.  Laura sings with a 
southern charm, and is equally comfortable on banjo, 
autoharp, and guitar.  She brought with her guitar whiz 
Josh Goforth, who recently toured Scotland with her.  
Besides Josh’s hot licks, he added some sweet vocals, 
and fiddle, too. 
 
At the end of the show all the musicians took the stage to 
close with Amazing Grace, accompanied by the entire  

audience.  Arthur continued the tune for 
another chorus to close the show.  It was great 
to see many ‘Creekers attend and volunteer, 
and share a lovely evening of music.        YHE 



 
Get Out Your Calendar and a Pencil… 
 
Wednesday, November 28 
�� LL Blues (Larry Stevens & Larry Everhart) Benefit Concert at the Comedy Castle in Royal Oak, 7pm, $5+ donation 
�� Loudon Wainwright III & Lucy Wainwright Roche at the Ark, 8pm, $20 
 

Thursday, November 29    
�� Diana Jones at the Ark, 8pm, $15 
 

Friday, November 30    
�� “TBA” at Live from the Living Room at the Blue Note Café in Pontiac, 8:15pm, $5 
�� Motor City Sidestrokers at the Grange Hall Concert Series in Ann Arbor, 8pm 
�� Gandalf Murphy & the Slambovian Circus of Dreams at the Ark, 8pm, $15  
 

Saturday, December 1 
�� Paint Creek Folklore Society meeting , with jamming, Songwriter’s Circle, Potluck o’Snacks (bring your favorite  
       nosh), & Song Swap at UPC Lawnridge Hall in Rochester Hills, paintcreekfolkloresociety.org, 7:30pm, guests $10 
�� Holiday Guitar workshop with Bob McCloy at Elderly Instruments, 10:30 am, $40 
�� Beatles for Solo Guitar Workshop with Bob McCloy at Elderly, 1pm, $40 
�� Jere Stormer at AJ’s Café in Ferndale, 9pm 
�� The Golden Griffon Stringtet at Pierce's Pastries in Chelsea, 10am-12:30pm, & Crane's in Chelsea, 1-2pm $Free 
�� Civil War Ball - Karen Dunnam, Golden Griffon Stringtet at the EMU Student Center in Ypsilanti, 8-11pm, $35 
�� Blue Water Ramblers at Trinity House, 8pm, $12 
�� Guy Clark at the Ark, 8pm, $30 
 

Sunday, December 2 
�� String Fever (Laurine Gajewski & Dan House) at the Oxford Public Library, 248-628-3034, 2pm, $Free  
�� Over the Rhine at the Ark, 7:30 pm, $25 
 

Monday, December 3 
�� Michelle Shocked at the Ark, 8pm, $25 
 

Tuesday, December 4  
�� Thad Beckman at the Ark, 8pm, $12.50 
 

Wednesday, December 5   
�� Open Stage at the Ark, 8pm, $3 
 

Thursday, December  6 
�� Dan Hicks "Holidaze in Hicksville" at the Ark, 8pm, $25 
 

Thursday, December 6 
�� The Keith Vreeland Trio at Trinity House, 8pm, $18 
 

Friday, December 7 
�� Jere Stormer & John Finan double bill at the Blue Note Café in Pontiac, $5, 8pm 
�� Bill Bynum and Company w/ Jen Sygit at Trinity House, 8pm, $12 
�� Edna Garte with the Four Octaves Harmony Club at Livonia Mall, 1pm, $Free 
�� John Gorka at the Ark, 8pm, $17.50 
 

Saturday, December 8 
�� Motor City Sidestrokers at the Royal Oak Farmers Market, 10-noon, $Free 
�� Annie and Rod Capps open for Lucy Kaplansky at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $17.50 
�� Bluegrass Guitar I Workshop with Bob McCloy at Elderly, 10:30am, $40 
�� Finger Picking Arranging Workshop for Solo Guitar I with Bob McCloy at Elderly, 1pm, $40 
�� Ken Gaines and Karen Mal at Trinity House, 8pm, $12 
 

Sunday, December 9  
�� Lehto & Wright at the Ark, 7:30pm, $12.50 
 

Monday, December 10  
�� Back Forty at the Ark, 8pm, $11 
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…And Write this Stuff Down. 
 
Wednesday, December 12  
�� Paul Geremia at the Ark, 8pm, $15 
 

Thursday, December 13  
�� Lee Murdock at the Ark, 8pm, $15 
 

Friday, December 14 
�� Cindy Young & John Dobat at the Blue Note Café in Pontiac, 8:15pm, $5 
�� Motor City Sidestrokers, Dave Boutette & Tim Monger at the Tap Room Annex in Ypsilanti, 8pm 
�� Whit Hill and John Latini at Trinity House, 8pm, $15 
�� SLUMCity Coffee House Benefit in Oxford Bob Marshall, Ann & Will Rowland, Foxfire, Dan Hazlett,  
       Robert Marr, Robin Moore & Northstar, Tom Mansell & Marilyn, 7:30, $10 donation 
�� RFD Boys at the Ark, 8pm, $11 
 

Saturday, December 15 
�� Intro to Swing Guitar Rhythm Workshop with Brian Delaney at Elderly, noon, $40 
�� Jennifer Daniels w/ Rachele Eve at Trinity House, 8pm, $12 
�� Whit Hill and John Latini at the Ark, 8pm, $15 
�� Cats and the Fiddler at Tyrone Presbyterian Church in Fenton, tyronepca.org, 7pm 
 

Sunday, December 16  
�� Annie and Rod Capps and many others at the Musicians for Peace Benefit concert at the Ark, 7pm, $15 
 

Thursday, December 27  
�� Johnny Winter at the Ark, 8pm, $35 
 

Friday, December 28 and 29  
�� Crossroads Ceili w/ Séamus Connolly, Barb MacDonald Magone, Nick Gareiss at the Ark, 7:30pm, $16 
 

Monday, December 31  
�� New Year's Eve with The Chenille Sisters at the Ark, 10pm,  $35 
 

Friday, January 4 
�� Third annual Yellow Room Gang (Annie Capps, Matt Watroba, David Tamulevich, Michael Hough,  
        Jan Krist, Kitty Donohoe, David Barrett, & Jim Bizer) at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $15 
�� Banjo Jim & Ricky, with David Manchel at the Blue Note Café in Pontiac, 8:15pm, $5 
 

Saturday, January 5 
�� Paint Creek Folklore Society meeting  at Lawnridge Hall 
�� Fiddle From Scratch (and Squeak) Part I Workshop with Bob McCloy at Elderly, 10:30am, $40 
�� RFD Boys at the Ark, 8pm, $11 
 

Sunday, January 6 
�� Melvin Taylor at the Ark, 7:30pm,  $15 
 

Tuesday, January 8 
�� Doug Berch & The Wanda Degen Trio at the Ark, 8pm, $15 
 

Wednesday, January 9 
�� PCFS board meeting  7:30pm at the Acosta home – All members welcome  
 

Thursday, January 10  
�� A Night To Re-Member (The New Green, Sari Brown, Sari Brown, & Mannafest) at the Ark, 8pm, $15 
 

Friday, January 11  
�� John Latini and Dan Hazlett double-bill at the Blue Note Café in Pontiac, 8:15pm, $5 
 

Saturday, January 12  
�� Annie and Rod Capps at the Unity Coffee House in Livonia (734) 421-1760 
�� Larry Everhart with Maggie McCabe at Butchers Inn in Detroit, 8pm 
�� Dick Siegel at the Ark, 8pm, $15 
 

Sunday, January 13  
�� Maura O'Connell at the Ark, 7:30pm,  $25 


