
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  

Music is so much a part of their daily lives 
that if an Indian visits another tribe, one  
of the first questions asked on his return is 
“What new songs did you learn?”  
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both interpreting and performing foundational music 
while allowing that passion to be a vehicle for their 
own creative interests.  If you were listening to Tim 
Twiss at last month's meeting you know that those 
banjo styles that he presented as old were once  
new. 
 
How many Paint Creek members realize that Woody 
Guthrie songs were once new, and edgy as well, 
and certainly never going to be a part of a school or 
church program?  Have you ever heard 
that wonderful, "traditional" tune "March of St. 
Timothy"?   You can find it in "The Roughwater Fake 
Book".  Next time you are studying the melodic 
structure of this popular piece, think about what life 
must have been like for the composer who wrote 
the tune.  But then, why rely on conjecture when you 
can talk to Judi Morningstar herself! 
  
Most of you know that I'm a big fan of Tom Russell.  
I read in Sing Out! Magazine that when Tom was 
young, his brother had a subscription to Sing Out! 
Magazine, and that Tom worked hard to learn all of 
the songs that were published in each issue.  He still 
sings them too, and he used "Casey Jones" in his 
masterwork, “The Man From God Knows Where".   
I'm paraphrasing here, but Tom Russell said this, 
"not learning the old songs while trying to write new 
ones is like not doing your homework".   
  
I won't be at the November meeting.  I'll be at "song 
camp".  I'll be up late at night practicing a Lightin' 
Hopkins piece while trying to pull something new 
together.  Maggie will be running the meeting.  Give 
her a hand with the tables and chairs, and I'll see 
you all on down the line, perhaps at one of the 
Comfy Concerts and the Tin Whistle.   
  
I ask you, where would Burl Ives, Tom Russell, 
Freebo, Lacy J. Dalton, and me, Gypsy Jack be if 
somebody hadn't written that new song "Old Blue"? 
  
Gypsy Jack Ferguson 
President 
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Hello Everyone, 
  
Decisions, decisions.  Sometimes it's hard to tell 
which way to go.  When you're in this beautiful state 
of ours and it is mid-October and you're looking 
November right in the eye, you've got some deciding 
to do.  For example, my cousin Jerry says, "we have 
got to go to the sand dunes for some surf fishing."  
He says that using eight-pound line to stop a twenty-
pound steelhead from going back to Milwaukee 
keeps his cholesterol in line.  Sounds reasonable to 
me.   Then there is the invite from my old buddy 
Treat to monitor one of his tree stands, and revisit 
some old hunting stories.  Well, I love the stories, 
but height's still make me nervous. 
  
Renown long-haul trucker, motorcycle aficionado, 
and weather channel watcher Louis the King gave 
me a call and said, "If we act fast, we can get the Fat 
Rats (ask me if you really want to know) together for 
one last ride before the snow flies".  Decisions, 
decisions. 
  
Here is my decision based on my sixty-hour work 
week and other obligations:  I will drive to Harbor 
Springs, find the Birchwood Inn, fish for the correct 
chord progression, hunt for a lyrical theme that will fit 
my song assignment, and relax.  That's it, deer 
camp for songwriters.    
  
Seems a little paradoxical doesn't it?  To be part of 
Paint Creek Folklore Society, an organization whose 
stated objective is the "preservation of and 
education in traditional culture, music, and dance", 
and attending John Lamb's Retreat for Songwriters 
where all the songs are new.   The truth is that most 
of the artists that inspire me come from a passion for 



 Next Regular Meeting: October 6 
Our next meeting at Lawnridge Hall 
 

Join us for our next regular meeting at Lawnridge 
Hall.  The Hall will be open at 4:00pm for the 
Songwriter’s Circle upstairs and jamming 
downstairs.  Call your friends and remind them to 
bring instruments!  We encourage folks to arrive by 
7:00 to chat and renew memberships and such. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
The meeting starts promptly at 7:30 with the Song of 
the Month.  The workshop is entitled “Scratchy 
Records.” Collector and musician Matthew Greenia 
will discuss the care and feeding of 78-rpm records, 
and share some vintage sounds.  Younger members 
will be fascinated by these analogue discs that 
reproduce music in a completely non-digital format. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

This month’s Song Swap dual theme is: 
Things that go Bump in the Night and  
Things that go Bump Along the Beltway  
 
Slots are limited, so be sure to sign up before the 
meeting if you want to play.  This is a great place to 
“scrimmage” – you won’t find a more welcoming 
audience.  After that, there’s plenty of time for more 
jamming until almost midnight!    
 

Great Concerts this Month 

See the enclosed fliers for details 
 

The first fall Comfy Concert was fabulous!  Anyone 
who missed the Mad Agnes Trio (and opener Judi 
Insley) missed an absolute knockout evening. 
 

The good news is that the second fall  
Comfy Concert  is coming on Sunday, November 
11, with the Milroys opening for Chuck Suchy.  
Come out and support this great venue – you’ll be 
rewarded with a truly memorable evening. 
 

As if that’s not enough, on the following Saturday 
(November 17) Paint Creek Folklore Society 
presents its 36th annual Tin Whistle  fundraiser.  
Come out to the new venue and enjoy PCFS 
sampler acts Arthur Kuhn and Andy & Friends, plus 
the amazing Cats and the Fiddler, and headliner 
Laura Boosinger. 
 
This is a great opportunity to support the society 
while having a great time.  Besides the move to 
First Presbyterian in Pontiac, there is a lot of 
completion for audiences this year, so we hope that 
members will share the event with your friends and 
families! 
 
  

 
 

Native American Flute Circle 

 

There is some interest in formation of a Native 
American flute circle.  Talk to Gypsy Jack or Don 
Hays if you would like to participate. 

 
A Bit of Board News 

�
The PCFS Board met on October 10th, and 
discussed housekeeping issues, including 
arrangements for new website hosting.  We’ll keep 
the current address, paintcreekfolkloresociety.org. 
The Board meets again on January 9th, tentatively 
at the Acosta’s home. 
 

Abbreviated KT Issue 

�
Due to technical problems, this issue is both late to 
publication and shorter than usual.  Look forward to 
some changes in the December Keepin’ Tabs. 

Lawnridge Hall, University Presbyterian, 1385 S. Adams, Rochester Hills
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The October Meeting Highlights 
Secretary Mary St. Clair 
 
Workshop: The Repertoire of the Early Banjo 
 
Tim Twiss, from Milford Music, joined us for the 
October Workshop.  He brought two banjos with 
him, both from the early 19th century.  Tim came in 
period clothing, telling us how he’s attracted to the 
living history aspect of this music.  He performs it as 
close to the original.  This takes the right instructors 
and the right clothes!   
 
Tim mostly played the gourd banjo, but played a few 
tunes on his Boucher banjo as well.  The sound of 
these gut-stringed, fretless banjos was sweet 
compared to the steel stringed sound we are used to 
…and quiet too!   
 
These banjos are tuned lower than our 
contemporary banjos, and when Tim sang, it was 
quiet and sweet as well.  This music is played with 
very precise picking, using the “stroke style” which 
uses the nail of the first finger and a pluck with the 
thumb.  Very pleasing! 
 
Tim brought us the music of the “Tutors.”  These 
were books that were published to teach banjo 
music, after what had been just an oral tradition in 
the early 19th century. The books showed the exact 
fingering to use, and Tim was kind enough to 
provide each of us with photocopies of the tunes he 
played. 
 
From the first Tutor, Brigg’s Banjo Instructor (1855), 
Tim played The Congo Prince Jig and Brigg’s Corn 
Schucking Jig.    
 
From Phil Rice’s Method for the Banjo (1858), Tim 
played Old Virginny Jig, Devil’s Dream, and  
Get Away, Gumbo, Sound Your Horn.   
 
From Buckley’s New Banjo Method 1860 Tim played 
Buckley’s Jig, Essence of Old Virginny, Bryant’s Jig, 
Jake Bacchus’ Reel, and Fisher’s Jig.   
 
Finally, from Frank B. Converse’s New and 
Complete Method for the Banjo (1865), Tim shared 
Whole Hog or None, Lilly Polka, and Blue Eagle Jail.  
 
The jigs not timed as we currently time jigs.  It was 
common to call any banjo piece a jig. The tunes 
wrapped African origins with Irish and English 
melodies…creating a uniquely American sound. 
       
  

 
The Minstrel Circle around 1843 was composed 
mostly of the banjo, fiddle, bones and tambourine.  
When Tim played Walk Jaw Bone Lois Keel joined 
him on the jaw bone – it looked like some strange 
animal’s jaw bone - very long and weird!  We didn’t 
get to find out whose jawbone that was modeled 
after! 
 
Song Swap Highlights 
 

The meeting was started with Social time from 7-
7:30pm.  At promptly 7:30pm, Arthur Kuhn piped us 
in to start the meeting.  Denise Marie Stein opened 
with the Song of the Month, “The Keeper” in 
keeping with the theme of Hunting and Men in 
Fields.   
 
After the workshop and delicious snacks provided 
by JoAnn Shulte and Vicki Acosta (thanks JoAnn 
and Vicki!) we were piped back in by Arthur.  We 
have started this “piping” tradition to try and keep 
the meeting, workshop and snack on schedule so 
that we get back for the Song Swap and have plenty 
of time for jamming afterwards.  Speaking of timing, 
please do your best to keep within the Four Minute 
Limit when sharing your song…again, so we have 
time for jamming.  
 
JoAnn and Al Shulte started the Song Swap off with 
“Whistling Gypsies”…a nice combination of 
instrumental, recitation and song.  Lois Keel brought 
a gigantic Ocarina to lead “Kelvin Grove”, which she 
provided words sheets for.  Dave Falk Sang “In 
Between the Rows”, and Jack Ferguson treated us 
to “Billy Barlow”.  Maggie Ferguson and Denise 
Marie Stein sang the cute “Pumpkin Town”, “Where 
all the boys are big and round….best pie I ever 
had!”   
 
Nick and Liza Shone, new members and across-
the-street-neighbors of Jack and Maggie brought us 
the story of “Two Bagger Sam”…Nick’s Grandfather 
was a minor league ball player…Nick called this 
story “The Field of Paradigm Shift!”  Jere Stormer 
performed his “Forever Changes,”  and Phil Doolittle 
brought tears to my eyes as he sang Stan Roger’s 
“Field Behind the Plough.”  Yours truly remembered 
a song that Jerry Stephens’ dad had learned from a 
farm hand, “Farm Love.”  Carl Visconti closed us out 
with “Don’t Fence Me In!”   
 
We had plenty of time from great vocal jamming 
upstairs and instrumental jams downstairs!  
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Society Historian: Glen Morningstar (248) 889-3013  gmorning@aol.com 
 

2007 – 2008 Paint Creek Folklore Society Board of Directors 

Join the Keepin’ Tabs Staff 
Your Humble Editor 
 
Not every one who loves this folk group can play an 
instrument or sing or dance or tell stories or even 
wants to host a meeting.  That doesn’t mean you 
can’t participate.   
 
I would like to extend an invitation to everyone to 
contribute to our newsletter.  It helps fulfill your 
obligation to volunteer, but more important, it is a way 
for you to share your passions and insights with 
others.   
  
 It is amazing how others can be inspired and 
encouraged by our words, even when they feel 
obvious or trivial to our own ears.  How did you hear 
about PCFS?  What's the coolest, funniest, or 
strangest musical experience you've had? Tell folks 
 

  
 
 
about your favorite local artist, venue, or concert 
series. Write a couple paragraphs about a jam session, 
CD, concert, dance, or book you enjoyed.  What 
inspired you to learn to play music or dance?  What 
was it like the first time you performed for somebody 
else?  
  
It doesn't even have to be an "article".  Find some 
obscure venue that will feature a good event.  (I saw 
Stan Rogers at a house concert, Steve Goodman in a 
classroom, and Pete Seeger in a High School 
auditorium).  Dig out an old poem or lyrics you wrote. 
Take a photograph; draw a cartoon or a picture of an 
instrument that doesn't exist (yet), 
or suggest a good quote.   Need more ideas?  Write to 
YHE at andymather@comcast.net 
 

 

Every Monday through Thursday: Open Mic at AJ's Café in Ferndale 
 Wednesdays – Ted Burlinghof hosts 
 Thursdays – John Finan hosts 
 

Every Tuesday - Open Mic at Dagwood’s in Lansing hosted by Jan Sigit 
 

Every Wednesday: Open Mic at the Raven, 8-11pm, $No Cover 
 

Wednesday, October 3, Open Mic at the Ark, $3 
 

Wednesday, October 17, Open Mic at the Ark, $3 
 

Friday, October 19, Open Mic Coffee House at the Blue Water Folk Org., 6:30pm, canned good donations please 
 

Saturdays at the Rochester Caribou Coffee, corner of Rochester Road and Tienken 
 

Sunday, October 28, Open Mic hosted by Jambalaya, Folk with Shades of Blue, $7 Donation 

A Few Local Open Mics 
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AACTMAD Pittsfield Grange, 3337 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd, Ann Arbor, 
(734) 332-9024, aactmad.org, contra dances 1st Sat of the month 
 

Acousticat Coffeehouse 2610 W Jefferson, Trenton (734) 676-1468 
in old downtown, 7:30 open mic, 9pm main act, $8 sug. donation 
 

AJ's Café (formerly Xhedos) at 240 W Nine Mile in Ferndale offers 
an Open Mic every Tuesday at 6:30, hosted by John Finan. 248-399-
3946 
 

The Ark 316 South Main St., Ann Arbor (734) 761-1800, (734) 761-
1451 24/7, theark.org, most shows start at 8pm 
 

Baile Corcaigh Pub 1426 Bagley, Detroit, (313) 963-4546, 
corktownpub.com, Wednesday & Thursday 7:30-10:30, Friday & 
Saturday 8-11, $No Cover 
 

Bluewater Folk Society Coffeehouse Trinity Episcopal Church, 
5646 Main, Lexington, bluewaterfolk.org, open mic second Saturday 
of the month October-July, performer signup begins at 6:30 p.m., first 
come first serve   
 

Celtic Kettle Coffeehouse South Hill Church, 1250 South Hill, 
Milford (248) 684-9234, celtickettlecoffeehouse.org, 7pm open mic 
followed by main act 
 

Crazy Wisdom Tea Room Main Street, Ann Arbor, 
crazywisdom.net/musicinthetearoom.html, 8:30 Fri & Sat, $Varies 
 

Dagwood’s Tavern  2803 E Kalamazoo (just west of I-127) in 
Lansing, (517) 374-0390, open mic Tuesday nights 
 

East River Folk Society First Presbyterian, 2250 Oak, Wyandotte, 
home.comcast.net/~eastriverfolk, 6pm sign-up, 7pm open mic 
 

Elderly Instruments 1100 North Washington, Lansing, (517) 372-
7880, elderly.com, workshops $35, free in-store concerts 
 

Flint Folk Music Society Flint Arts Council Gallery, 816 S. Saginaw, 
Flint, (810) 235-1442, flintfolkmusic.org, concerts 3rd Sat, starts 
7:30pm, usually $12 
 

Folk with Shades of Blue  Town Hall, 366 Mill, Ortonville 
248.627.2856, folkwithshadesofblue.com  
 

Four Green Fields 30919 Woodward in Royal Oak, (248) 288-2088, 
myspace.com/fourgreenfields, live entertainment 9:30 Wed-Sat, $5 
 

Gimme Shelter Jackson Interfaith Shelter, 414 South Blackstone, 
Jackson, (517) 789-8735, mikekavanaugh.com, Mon 7pm, $Donation 
 

Green Wood Coffeehouse First United Methodist Church, 1001 
Green, Ann Arbor (734) 665-8558, fumc-a2.org/coffee_house.cfm, 
starts 7:30pm, $15 
 

Huron Valley Council for the Arts Highland Station House, 205 
West Livingston, Highland (248) 889-8660, huronvalleyarts.org, 7:30 
 

Jazzy Java Café 5071 Rochester Rd @ Long Lake, Troy, (248) 526-
1484, live music, nice atmosphere, great gelato 
 

Live! From the Living Room  Blue Note Café, 7 N Saginaw, Pontiac, 
(248) 338-9389, groups.yahoo.com/group/livefromthelivingroom or 
OldFrontPorch.com, 8pm, $5   
 
 

Send your venues to andymather@comcast.net  

Looking Glass Music and Arts Association Central United 
Methodist Church, 215 N. Capitol, Lansing (517) 371-2122, 
my.voyager.net/~bonhanno, square & contra dances  
 

MAMA's Coffeehouse Birmingham Unitarian Church, 38651 N.  
Woodward, Bloomfield Hills (248) 569-0965, 
mamascoffeehouse.org, 3rd Saturday of the month, 7:15 open mike, 
8pm main act 
 

Memphis Smoke 110 South Main, Royal Oak, (248) 543-4300, 
metrodine.com/MemphisSmoke, live blues Tuesday thru Sunday 
 

Michigan Fingerstyle Guitar Society  First United Methodist 
Church, 22331 Woodward, Ferndale (248) 646-4030, fingerstyle.org, 
Concerts, workshops, and great pickin’ 
 

The Michigan Theater  603 East Liberty, Ann Arbor, michtheater.org 
 

Northwind Sound House Concerts 31840 26th, Gobels, (269) 906-
1010, northwindsound.com, seven concerts per year, 40 seats, 7 to 
10pm, $10 
 

Oakland County Traditional Dance Society (OCTDS) 
Hunter Community Center, 504 Fischer Ct, Clawson, off Main N of 
14, Dances 4th Sat. of the month, 8-11pm, $9 
 

Off the Wall Coffeehouse  St. William’s Zeph Hall, Walled Lake, 
hosts Jim Bertin & George Garcia (248) 624-2566, off-the-wall.org, 
various Saturdays, 8pm, $12 
 

Paint Creek Folklore Society Comfy Concert Series 344 Sussex 
Fair, Rochester Hills, (248) 375-2513, paintcreekfolkloresociety.org, 
6pm, four concerts per year, aprox. 60 seats, reservations highly 
recommended 
 

Plymouth Farmer's Market Downtown Plymouth, (734) 453-1540, 
7:30am-12:30 pm Saturdays from May to October 
 

Raven Coffeehouse 932 Military St. (just south of the river), Port 
Huron, (810) 984-4330, ravencoffeehouse.com, open mic Wed.s, 
live music Thur-Sat, 8-11 
 

Steak Hut 1551 W. Lafayette, Detroit, (313) 961-0659, Sunday 
Breakfast with the Arts 11am –1pm 
 

Ten Pound Fiddle Unitarian Universalist Church, 855 Grove, East 
Lansing (517) 337-7744 24/7, tenpoundfiddle.org, 8pm, 
 

Trinity House Theatre 38840 West Six Mile, Livonia (734) 464-
6302, trinityhouse.org, 8pm 
 

Under The Eaves Concert Series Sweet Grass Café, 315 N. State, 
Oscoda (989) 739-5477, 7:30, $18 
 

White Crow Conservatory of Music 3736 Mackinaw, Saginaw, 
(989) 790-2118, whitecrowconservatory.com, 7-9pm, $5 to $12 
 

Who's at First First United Methodist Church, 320 West 7th, Royal 
Oak (248) 541-4100, whosatfirst.org, 7:30 
 

Windsor Folk Music and Arts Society Mackenzie Hall, 3277 
Sandwich, Windsor, ON (519) 255-7600, windsorfolk.org.  Open mic 
book ahead w Martin (519) 944-2573, 8pm, $12-$15 (Canadian) 
 

 

Venues for Folk, Blues, Dance, Roots, Workshops, and Other Fun Stuff! 
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46020 Spring Lane, #204 
Shelby Twp., MI 48317-4863  
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Keepin’ Tabs is the monthly newsletter for, by, and about the Paint Creek Folklore Society.  Paint Creek Folklore Society is a nonprofit 
organization, a center for The Country Dance and Song Society of America (CDSS), a member of the North American Folk Alliance, and a 
supporter of folklore, folksong and folkdance societies, groups and individuals whose interest is in the preservation of and education in traditional 
culture, music, and dance.   
 

The newsletter is available online at our website: paintcreekfolkloresociety.org.  A hard-copy subscription to Keepin’ Tabs is $10 for PCFS 
members, $20 for non-members, and runs though through September 2008.  Make your check or money order out to Paint Creek Folklore Society, 
and mail to Caylynn Mather, PCFS Membership Chair, 46020 Spring Lane, #204, Shelby Twp., MI 48317-4863.  


