
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October Message 
 

It was an exciting summer here at the Ferguson's.  
Most of the "to do" list hanging on the refrigerator 
has been completed, and the new and improved 
garden gate is up.  The Gerbera Daisy, once thought 
to be dead, has experienced a resurrection.  Our 
double impatient appears to be quite happy, too.  
Inside the garden, the onions, tomatoes, pumpkins 
and such are giving a dandy harvest. 
 

I had the time of my life with Paint Creekers both old 
and new at the Jerry Stevens Memorial Picnic.  
Thanks again to Mary St. Clair for hosting this event 
and for taking on the work required to make it 
happen.   Many of you may have left with a 
memento from the library of Jerry Stevens, and in 
my opinion, you carried away a treasure. 
 

I'm reveling in my newly cleaned garage.  Track 
number nine of Willie Porter's CD "Available Light" is 
playing - the song is titled "One More September" 
has just finished up.  The garage had to be cleaned, 
and believe me, it has been.  Gone is the lethal 
minefield of hazardous debris that used to cover the 
floor.  (There is a floor!)   Gone is the restless, 
shifting ooze of aging petrochemical substances 
formerly known as Jack's Toxic Waste Dump.  Gone 
is the adventure of an evening's attempt at finding a 
screwdriver without risking life and limb. 
 

Now, if need be, I can put the car in the garage!   
I can walk to the cabinet and, in less than sixty 
seconds, produce the tool requested.   I can 
breathe, and enjoy the end of the glorious summer 
of 2008 secure in the knowledge that I am in 
compliance with the Garage Reclamation Act of '02.   
If you are not aware of this piece of legislation, see 
me at the October meeting and I'll try to explain it. 
 

Though we're just starting October, some of us are 
already focusing on November and our annual 
fundraiser, The Tin Whistle Coffeehouse.  This 
year’s Tin Whistle will be outstanding. 
 

How can you help?  Talk to TW Chairman Dave Falk 
and ask where he needs extra hands.  Participating 
in making the concert happen is a lot of fun.  And 
while every job is important, none of the jobs are too 
big – there’s a way for you to contribute. 
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Most important, now is the time to be telling friends 
and family about the show, and get them there.  
Tickets are available from Glen Morningstar, as well 
as many other members.   
 

If your friend's Paint Creek experience is anything 
like mine, they'll come first to a Tin Whistle. Then 
they'll join Paint Creek, volunteer to set-up Tin 
Whistle, Chair Tin Whistle, and the next thing you'll 
know is that they're having the joy of writing a 
President's Message.  What a deal!   
 

Hey, if those friends of yours like to pick, sing, or 
even listen, why not bring them to the October 
meeting?  Maybe they’d like to join the Song Swap, 
so remind them to find a story, song, or poem to 
share.  If you want a slot in the song swap, be sure 
to get your name on the list early. 
 

I want to welcome our new Secretary, Sharon Hall to 
the board.  Her first article appears in this issue of 
Keepin’ Tabs.  We look forward to working with her 
a lot!   After four terms as Recording Secretary, 
Mary St. Clair, needed a break.  Thank you Mary for 
all your devoted service to Paint Creek.   
 

Also ready for a sabbatical are Membership Chair 
Caylynn Mather and our Keeping Tabs editor, Andy 
Mather.  Both of these are fun and important jobs for 
the Society.  Andy and Caylynn are willing to show 
you the ropes and ease you into the job as you learn 
it.  Vice President Jere Stormer has also made it 
known that he could use some help.  I think that this 
is a great opportunity for a Paint Creek member to 
apprentice with an excellent Vice-President and an 
extremely knowledgeable folklorist.   
 

So if that "still small voice" is giving you a nudge to 
get more involved, just do it.  It's a good thing, and 
one of the important reasons that Paint Creek exists 
- which is to help one another do what we do a little 
better.  You will learn new skills, grow personally, 
and enjoy Paint Creek all the more.    
 

I was going to tell one of my long-winded tales, but 
the sound of rolling thunder tells me that my cousins 
Big Boar and Louie The King have arrived for coffee, 
so that's it until November.  This life is so good! 

 Gypsy Jack    



 

Workshop: “The Marshall Plan” 
George Marshall and Larry Stevens  
 

Eighty-four year old philosopher, folklorist, 
storyteller, and musician George Marshall plays 
songs and tells stories about his life and 
experiences growing up in the Appalachian 
Mountains, active service during World War II,  
and other interesting subjects. 

 
Fall Comfy Concert Announced 
 

Local folk treasure Neil Woodward will headline at 
this great intimate setting on November 9th.  Please 
contact Phil and Althea Doolittle for reservations 
(recommended) at (248) 375-2513. 
 
Also mark your calendars for April 19, 2009, when 
the Comfy Concerts Series welcomes James 
Gordon.  A second spring concert is also in the 
works, so stay tuned. 

 
The Big One! 
 

This year’s Tin Whistle is just weeks away.  
Because it our big fundraiser for the year, we need 
everyone to help bring in a good crowd.  Whether 
you need tickets for yourself, your family and 
friends, or need a few to sell at work, please 
contact Glen Morningstar at (248) 889-3013.   

 
Next Board Meeting 
 
The next board meeting will be on Wednesday, 
January 12, 7:30, at the home of Sharon Hall.   
All members are welcome, though not required to 
attend, and all input is welcome. If you need 
directions, or want to contribute but can’t be there 
in person, just call one of your board members; 
that’s what we’re here for. It’s your group! 
  

 
 
 

Next Meeting: October 4th 
Our next meeting at Lawnridge Hall 
 

Please join us for our next regular meeting in 
Lawnridge Hall.  The doors will open at 4pm for 
the Songwriter’s Circle and jamming.  Call your 
friends and remind them to bring their instruments!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We encourage everyone to arrive by 7:00 for the 
main part of the meeting. As always, Song Swap 
slots are limited; come early to sign up. 
 

The meeting starts promptly at 7:30 with a skirl of 
the pipes, courtesy of Arthur Kuhn.  George 
Marshall, an expert on Appalachian music will lead 
our workshop this month.   
 

The song swap theme choices are “The Last Rose 
of Summer” or “Autumn Leaves”.  Denise Marie 
Stein will lead the song of the Month, The Apple 
Picker’s Reel. 
 

We usually break for “jamming and jawboning” 
around 10pm, and go until almost midnight.  If 
that’s not enough, there are usually some folks 
who go out for a late night snack! 
 
 

 

Lawnridge Hall 

Lawnridge Hall is located at 385 South Adams Road In Rochester Hills, 
on the campus of University Presbyterian Church.  UPC is on the east 
side of Adams Road, between Hamlin and Avon. 
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work songs around him and wrote  Oh, Susannah 
to capture the sentiments of two black lovers who 
had been separated. At the age of 23, Foster made 
the decision to become a professional songwriter; 
this was at a time when no such thing existed.  
Through the proliferation of sheet music, people all 
over the country were singing the same songs for 
the first time.   
 
Foster wrote for the Minstrel Theater.  However, his 
songs gave dignity to African Americans and their 
experience.  Some of his most famous songs  
Old Folks at Home and My Old Kentucky Home 
were a fusion of parlor and minstrel music.  
 
Foster married a woman who had no appreciation 
for music, and his personal life was in perpetual 
turmoil.  Like his father, he became consumed with 
alcohol, which took its toll on his creativity and his 
life. Before he died in 1864, he wrote one of his 
most beautiful songs, Beautiful Dreamer, a lasting 
tribute to an amazing life. 
 
After the workshop, we retired to the dining room, 
where the evening treats were provided by Sharon 
Hall.  Plenty of delicious doggie bags went home 
with those who hung around the kitchen. 
 

The September Song Swap 
 

The theme of the Song Swap was “Old Folks at 
Home.”  The Song of the Month was Oh Susannah 
with a variation, which Denise Marie Stein provided 
and accompanied us on autoharp.   
 
Stevie Beer led off with the Beatles’ When I’m 64.   

An American Experience 
Secretary Sharon Hall 
 

The September workshop was devoted to the life 
and music of Stephen Foster.  Writers Ken 
Emerson and Randal McEmery described Foster 
as an architect of popular culture - bringing 
together in his time the white and black cultures.  
Denise Marie Stein, who visited the Stephen 
Foster Park in Florida, brought back the PBS 
Special on Stephen Foster, which she shared with 
Paint Creekers.  In Denise’s words, “Stephen 
Foster was the Beatles of his time.”  Everyone 
sang his songs.  
 
This quintessential  
American, was born 
in Pittsburgh on the  
4th of July 1826.   
Writers Ken Emerson  
and Randal McEmery  
described Foster as  
an architect of popular  
culture—bringing 
together in his time  
the white and black  
cultures.  He was  
born into a large,  
wealthy family,.  His maternal grandparents were 
plantation owners, and lived in what was called the 
White Cottage, the beloved home of his family.  It 
was being forced to give up this home because of 
his father’s drinking, and the nostalgia that he felt 
for this lost home that became the underlying 
theme of his music.   
 
During his youth the rage sweeping the country 
was black minstrel music.  Theater of the time 
perpetuated black stereotypes with blacks 
depicted as foolish and comical.  As a teen, Foster 
wrote songs with crude black dialogue in the 
minstrel style.  Foster’s youth was consumed with 
the study of music and the creation of his own 
songs.  He wrote parlor songs-- the popular music 
of the time and more acceptable than minstrel 
music to the general public. 
 
Foster was greatly influenced by the period in 
which he lived.  It was the beginning of the 
Industrial Revolution and the expansion of the 
country westward.  Foster was inspired by the  
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September Song Swap, Continued 
Secretary Sharon Hall 
 
Liza Shone played piano and sang Some Folks. 
Alan Sturt played a resonator guitar and sang one 
of his own tunes about his home in England.   
 
Next, Eric and Polly Rapp on the guitar and 
dulcimer treated us to The Dutchman.  Maggie 
Ferguson delighted us all with a medley of banjo 
tunes that she played on Jerry Stephens’ old  
banjo. Maggie shared the sense and spirit of Jerry 
that she feels playing his banjo, which was so 
touching. 
 
Jere Stormer sang Goodbye Detroit, one of his own 
songs, while accompanying himself on a 12-string 
guitar. Patrick Stallworth, playing guitar, made us 
smile with his song Digging Up Bones.  
 
The Valkyries (Maggie Ferguson, Denise Marie 
Stein, and Marilyn Driggs) on guitar, autoharp, and 
violin sang beautiful harmonies on The Old Slygo 
Barn by local songwriter Ted Burlinghof. 
 
Denise Marie Stein then sang an a capella rendition 
of The Cruel War Is Raging.  Of course we had to 
join in.  Dave Belforman treated us to a Dan 
Fogelberg tune Leader of the Band.  Pete Hartung 
brought out his 12-string for a Carter family song 
Canonball Blues.  Phil Doolittle playing his guitar 
reminded us of Gentle Annie.   
 
Randy Fox picked a John Prine tune Paradise.  
Marilyn Driggs soothed us with her melodic song 
The Ride.  Michael Usinger surprised everyone by 
playing guitar rather than piano on his selection 
Green, Green Grass of Home, accompanied by 
Susan Lazar on flute and Sharon Hall singing.   
 
Then Susan Lazar played a flute solo It Ain’t 
Necessarily So.  Alec Howey, a first-time guest to 
Paint Creek and a high schooler, closed out the 
song swap with an exciting guitar instrumental 
called the White Pass Trail. 
 
The group then split up to the jammers, the talkers, 
and the singers, and a few eaters.  We made it out 
by midnight.  Wow, what a great meeting!  Another 
new year has begun.  
 
 

Coming Workshops 
Don’t miss these! 
 

November 1st:  Irene Stanton has loved Halloween 
since she was a kid.  She's been collecting 
Halloween items since the early 1980s when she 
saw some vintage Halloween post cards in an 
antique store.  At first she only collected post cards 
but with the advent of eBay she has expanded her 
collecting to include many other types of items. 
Focusing on the items from the 1920s and 30s, 
Irene's collection now includes many die cuts, old 
Halloween booklets, noisemakers, early crepe 
papers, tallies and invitations.  It's been a life long 
passion for Irene and she will be leaving the best 
of her collection to her two children who also have 
the same love for Halloween as she does. 
 
January 3rd: Luti Erbekin, a local songwriter and 
educator from Yugoslavia will lead an interactive 
workshop on Eastern European Rhythms 

Tuesdays  
· The Old Front Porch with Maggie Ferguson, 5 to 

7pm on 88.3 FM, streaming live at wxou.org 
Saturdays  
· Folks Like Us with Matt Watroba, 1 to 4pm on 

101.9 FM, wdetfm.org  
· Arkansas Traveler with Larry McDaniel, 4 to 6pm 

on 101.9 FM, wdetfm.org 
· A Prairie Home Companion, 6 to 8pm on 91.7 FM, 

michiganradio.org 
· Thistle and Shamrock, 8 to 9pm on 91.7 FM, 

michiganradio.org 
Sundays  
· Deep River with Robert Jones, 3 to 5pm on 101.9 

FM, wdetfm.org 
· A Prairie Home Companion, 1 to 3pm on 91.7 FM, 

michiganradio.org 
 
 


