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Those of you familiar with our usual 
schedule may blink at this, but it is not a 
typo or misprint.  Normally we meet at 
Lawnridge Hall on the fist Saturday of the 
month, but this year that day would be 
during Labor Day weekend, so we just 
moved it back a week. 
 
It’s not nearly as confusing as the year we 
moved it up a week and had the September 
meeting in August.  But I digress. 

 
 
The song theme this month – in honor of 
Labor Day - is “Working Songs.”  Start 
thinking about one to play at the Song 
Swap.   

The doors will open at 4pm for jamming.  
Call your friends and remind them to bring 
their voices and instruments!  
 

There will also be a Songwriter’s Circle from 
4pm until 6pm.  This will be a great time to 
get new ideas, get feedback on your current 
work, and show off what you wrote this 
summer.  We encourage everyone to arrive 
by 7:00 for the main part of the meeting so 
we have time to chat, pick up the new 
directory, and renew your membership.   
 

The meeting starts promptly at 7:30 with 
Andy Mather leading us in the Song of the 
Month, “Blue Collar Holler” by Stan Rogers.  
 

Our planned workshop fell through, but 
Maggie has been cooking up great ideas as 
if they were her famous Cowboy Beans.   
 

After the workshop we will share some 
snacks and treats.  Our host this month 
Sharon Hall. 
 

After that is the Song Swap.  Whether your 
thing is instrumental, a capella, solo, 
groups, poetry or readings, the Song Swap 
is your chance to get up in front of an 
enthusiastic, supportive group of friends.   
Anyone from the beginning-est of beginners 
to professionals is encouraged to give it a 
try.  As always, slots are limited, so it is best 
to come early to sign up.  
 
We usually break for “jamming and 
jawboning” around 10pm, and go until 
almost midnight. If that’s not enough, there 
are usually some folks who still haven’t 
gotten enough, and go out for a late night 
snack! 
 
We hope you’ll join us... it just isn’t the same 
without you!

Lawnridge Hall 

Lawnridge Hall is located at 385 South Adams Road In Rochester 
Hills, on the campus of University Presbyterian Church.  UPC is on 
the east side of Adams Road, between Hamlin and Avon. 
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Everyone is Welcome 
 
Our next meeting of the PCFS board will be Wednesday, August 26th, at 6:00 PM at the home 
of Sharon Hall. All members are invited, though not required to attend, and all input is welcome.  
This is where we discuss the society’s finances, plan for events (such as the Tin Whistle), and 
talk about stuff that members suggest.  This time we are sure to talk about a new President for 
2009 – 2010, scholarships for young people, and themes and workshops for the coming year.   
If you need directions, or want to contribute but can’t be there in person, just call one of your 
board members. That’s what we’re here for. It’s your group!   
 
Current Board Members: 
 

President Pro Tem Jack Ferguson marmik21@yahoo.com (248) 338-9389 
Vice President Maggie Ferguson marmik21@yahoo.com (248) 338-9389 
Secretary Sharon Hall sharonkhall@comcast.net (586) 776-7285 
Treasurer Barbara Esler barbara@autumnwinds.com (248) 860-6883 
    
Member at Large Terry North terrymnorth@aol.com (586) 463-2649 
Member at Large Nick Shone N/A (248) 860-9601 
Member at Large Mike Acosta mikepatent@comcast.net (248) 538-1275 
Member at Large Phil Doolittle doolittlep@comcast.net (248) 375-2513 
    
Membership Chair Caylynn Mather cam1260@comcast.net (586) 323-0607 
Webmaster Jim Foley jfoley1993@wowway.com (248) 879-6516 
KT Editor Pro Tem  Andy Mather andymather@comcast.net (248) 854-5286 
Historian Glen Morningstar gjmorningstar@comcast.net (248) 889-3013 
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Mark Your Calendars!
 
Thumbfest  – Saturday, September 5th in Lexington. An all-day folk festival featuring many Paint 
Creek members and great talent from all over.  http://www.thumbfest.org/ 
 

The Old Front Porch Radio Show  – Every Tuesday evening from 5 to 7:30.  WXOU 88.3 FM, 
streaming live at http://www.wxou.org/radio/listen.html 
  
Live! From the Living Room  – Our Favorite weekly coffeehouse comes back from summer 
vacation on Friday, September 18th with Barb Barton& friends and Still Running.  
 

Goodison Good Tyme  – Saturday, September 19th from 10 to 2.  PCFS has been invited to 
participate again in Goodison Good Tymes. We are looking for volunteers to provide music! This 
is a fun event to play for, and a chance for us to reach out to the community. Sharing our talents 
is also rewarded by a generous donation to the society. 
 
Comfy Concerts  – this fall’s concerts are Annie and Rod Capps on Sunday, October 4th, and 
Randall Williams on Sunday, November 8th.  Randall will also give a partial-capo workshop on 
Monday, November 9th. 
 
The 2009 Tin Whistle  – our annual fundraiser will be held on Saturday, November 14.  
Headliners include Just Friends! 
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September 11, 1961 to June 15, 2009 
 
Denise Marie Stein was a long- 
time member of Paint Creek, a  
former president, vice president, 
and about everything else at one  
time or another.  Her enthusiasm 
and “Let’s go!” attitude were an  
inspiration to all of us. 
 
We lost her this summer after a  
two-year fight with leukemia.   
Typically, she fought the disease  
tooth and nail to the end.   
 
She had a gift for playing the 
autoharp and hammered dulcimer, 
but what really set her apart as a 
musician was her beautiful, rich 
voice and amazing ability to harmonize.  She was dedicated to the pursuit of perfection, and 
always strove to perform a song “just right” whether the audience was half a dozen or hundreds.   
 
She performed all over the state as part of Foxfire (with Maggie), the Valkyries (with Maggie and 
Marilyn) and Floyd King and the Bushwackers (with Maggie, Jim Bizer, and Dennis Kingsbury).  
She even delayed her bone marrow transplant so she could play at the Ark in Ann Arbor. 
 
One of Denise’s most notable accomplishments was having Foxfire featured on the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society CD, As Long As I’m Here.  To give you an idea what an honor this was, 
the other artists include Peter, Paul and Mary, John McCutchen, Josh White Jr. and Tom 
Chapin  (I have to mention here that fellow Creekers Eric and Polly Rapp have a great cut on 
the album, too!).  You can get a copy at http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/llsociety. 
 
Both Foxfire and Floyd King and the Bushwackers have cut their own albums.  I’m sure that 
Maggie can help get copies of these into your hands.   
 
Denise is survived by her mother, Marian her two sisters Diane and Julie, a niece and two 
nephews, and literally – yes literally – hundreds of friends and fans.  She will be profoundly 
missed.  She has joined the Angel Band. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Denise and her best friend, Maggie Ferguson 
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Keepin’ Tabs is the monthly newsletter for, by, and about the Paint Creek Folklore Society.  Paint Creek Folklore Society is a nonprofit 
organization, a center for The Country Dance and Song Society of America (CDSS), a member of the North American Folk Alliance, and a 
supporter of folklore, folksong and folkdance societies, groups and individuals whose interest is in the preservation of and education in traditional 
culture, music, and dance.   
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