June Message

A gentle paddle from the rocks to the bridge

takes 20 minutes. We have near 80-degree
temperatures and 8 to 12 MPH south by southwest
winds. A rising tide aids my effort as the lee shore
of St. George Island provides fairly flat water.

The bridge differentiates Apalachicola Bay from St.
George Sound and is the link to the mainland and
the community of Eastpointe. The town of
Apalachicola is due west, 6 miles down a two-lane,
where shrimpers and oystermen abound. The
bridge rises tall enough for shrimp boats to clear and
is 5 miles long.

| pass under the bridge, navigating oyster beds. To
reach the three crosses will require 15 to 20 minutes
more. Once there, arestis in order. I'll drink some
water and breathe in the scent of a controlled burn
that is being conducted 18 miles northwest in the
mainland area known as Tate's Hell.

It seems that the paddle resumes of its own accord,
and any concerns as to how long it takes to get
anywhere passes. Up to this point, other watercraft
are absent. This factor is not fully appreciated until
you remember what southeast Michigan's
waterways are like once the ice is out.

Continued on Page

July Message

| have two favorite
films. One is
Miss Potter.

It's a wonderful
movie about
Beatrix Potter,

the author of
Peter Rabbit,

one of the
best-selling
children’s books of
all time. The cast
includes Renee
Zellwegger and
Ewen MacGregor.

| recommend that any person of creative mind
take the time to see Miss Potter. It's worth seeing
if only for the cinematography and the theme song.
Already some of you guys are muttering... chick
flick! Ok, call me a sellout if you will, say I've
broken ranks in a day when John Wayne needs

all the help he can get, buy hey! | just watched
The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, so quit
interrupting.

The second film is the original mini series based
on Larry McMurtry's book "Lonesome Dove".

If I go into Lonesome Dove too far, this will be
the President's Message for August too, so let's
cut to the chase; Lonesome Dove has Chris
Cooper.

Chris Cooper is one of my favorite actors. If you
saw Seabiscuit, Chris played Seabiscuit's trainer.
In Lonesome Dove Chris has the role of Sheriff
July Johnson. It's a great role and a great film that
features not only Chris Cooper and Tommy Lee
Jones, but also Robert Duvall and Angelica
Houston. Just see it. Let it soak in real good and
perhaps, like me, you will find yourself dwelling on
the name, July.

Continued on Page



Join us for the Annual Jerry Stephens Memorial Picic, Saturday, July 5"

aka the PCFS July Picnic

Please join us for Paint Creek’s annual picnic at the
home of our wonderful hostess, Mary St. Clair. This
event traditionally closes out the folk-year, and is one
of our favorites. Water, lemonade, herbal tea, and
ambiance will be provided.

When to arrive:
Doors open around 4:00 pm, potluck dinner starts
around 5:00. Festivities continue until 10:00.

What to bring:

A dish to pass Friends Instruments
Meat to grill Family Voices

Other drinks Guests Conversation
Where it's at:

3674 Oakleaf Rd., West Bloomfield, Ml 48324
West Acres subdivision, off Commerce
Road between Union Lake Rd. and

About Jerry

Jerry Stephens

was an active Paint
Creeker and avid
collector of old
ballads, books, LPs,
hats, guitars,
banjos and friends.
Charming, funny,
and always
enthusiastic, Jerry
constantly had a
grin on his face and a twinkle in his eye. We lost
Jerry in August of 2005, far too soon for our liking,
but he lives on in our hearts and our memories.

Mary St. Clair and Jerry, January 20(

Green Lake Roads

How to get there...
Construction alert:
Avoid Haggerty and Union Lake Roads!

From the Woodward Corridor
Take Long Lake west until it ends
Turn right onto Orchard Lake Rd.
Turn left onto Commerce Rd.

Go PAST Green Lake Rd

Turn left onto Cedarbank

Turn left onto Oakleaf

From "the West"

Take 5 north until it ends at Pontiac Tralil
Turn right onto Pontiac Trail

Turn left onto Green Lake Rd.

Turn right at the light to stay on Green Lk.
Turn left onto Commerce

Turn left onto Cedarbank

Turn left onto Oakleaf

From Auburn or Rochester
Take Square Lake Rd. west
Turn right onto Telegraph
Turn left on Orchard Lake Rd.
Go PAST Green Lake Rd.
Turn left onto Cedarbank
Turn left onto Oakleaf.

Lost? Call Mary at (248) 363-2307




Remember: No August Meeting

Every year we take a month off in August, so there
will be no meeting at Lawnridge Hall. Please plan to
join us on Saturday, September 6", as we kick off
another folk-year!

August 20: Board Meeting

All members are invited and encouraged to attend
the next board meeting, scheduled for Wednesday,
August 20", at 7:30. We will meet at the home of
Denise Marie Stein. Topics will include goals and
budget for 2008-2009, open board positions, the
Tin Whistle, and a possible 35" anniversary event.

September 20: Goodison Good Tyme

PCFS has been invited to participate again in
Goodison Good Tymes. We are looking for
volunteers to provide music! This is a fun event to
play for, and a chance for us to reach out to the
community. Sharing our talents is also rewarded by
a generous donation to the society. This year the
event will occur on Saturday, September 20",
between 10 and 2 pm.

November 15: Tin Whistle

Tin Whistle Chairman Dave Falk has an incredible
concert lined up this year! In keeping with the
bylaws (yes, there are some) this 2008 is a
“Michigan Year”, so our headliners are Grand
Rapids singer-songwriter Drew Nelson, and local
high-energy Floyd King and the Bushwackers.

The Bushwackers include our own Denise Marie
Stein and Maggie Ferguson, Jim Bizer, and Dennis
Kingsbury (Maggie’'s co-host at the long running
Live! From the Living Room coffeehouse series).

As always, the show will open with a couple PCFS
Sampler Acts. We will need a lot of ticket sellers
this year - we've already got a signup sheet going
around for volunteers!

This just in: Dave also announced that Drew Nelson
will lead a songwriting workshop the next afternoon.
The workshop with be at Dave and Linda Falk’s

home on Sunday, Nov 16, 2008.

A Note from Jere Stormer

Hi fellow Paint Creekers. It's been my pleasure to
serve our Society as Vice President for two years.
The experience has been tremendous; fun and
rewarding. But two years is the normal term, and
I'm ready to do something else. I'm willing to stay
as vice president for another season, but | need
your help. Maggie Ferguson (our co-president)
offered to assist, and that is welcome, but in
addition 1 would like to ask for a helper or
apprentice who can ultimately take over the duties.

The duties are pretty cool. The VP is in charge of
workshops for our monthly meetings. The best
part is the privilege of getting to select nine or ten
“folky” subjects that interest you. If you don't have
that many in mind just ask your fellow ‘Creekers.
There are always more god ideas than there are
months to fill.

Don't be intimidated by the booking process — I'll
show you how to do it. The workshops are popular
with presenters because they are paid gigs - $100
for less than an hour - you may suddenly become
very popular! Just check that the workshop leader
knows how to get to Lawnridge.

The monthly duties are pretty easy. You have to
make sure when the presenter arrives they get set
up as needed with a chair, table, etc. During the
meeting you stand up and introduce them, when
their time is up you give them “the nod”, stand up
and thank them, and hand it back over to the Prez.

If this sounds interesting, it is, and | encourage you
to give it atry. Give me a call at (248) 399-3486 or
(313) 587-3110, or drop a note to me at
jerestormer@yahoo.com. | want to thank you all
for your suggestions and ideas, and especially for
your participation, which is what really makes the
workshops succeed.

Now Hiring

The KT is looking for a Co-Editor. Experience
welcome but not required, will train. Part time to
start, with opportunities for rapid advancement as
desired. Also interviewing for reporters, press
operators, illustrators, photographers, typesetters,
key-liners, CD and concert reviewers.



What You Missed at the JuneMeeting

Paint Creek Folklore Society held our elections for
the Board. The nominated slate included:

- Presidents: Jack and Maggie Ferguson

- Vice President: Jere Stormer

- Secretary: Sharon Hall

- Treasurer: Barbara Esler

- Member at Large: Mike Acosta

- Member at Large: Phil Doolittle

- Member at Large: Terry North

Al and Joanne Shulte officiated at the elections and
invited nominations from the floor. There were
none. It was moved and seconded that the slate
be approved as read. A unanimous vote approved
the new board. Congratulations and thanks!

There is still a vacancy for Membership Chair , as
Caylynn Mather is ready for a sabbatical. She has
been the face of Paint Creek to guests and new
members for years, and has done a wonderful job.
Thank you so much, Caylynn!

It's an important appointment, and needs a friendly
and outgoing volunteer. To learn more about the
position, call Caylynn at (586) 323-0607, or talk to
any board member.

It was announced that the next board meeting is
August 20, 2008 at Denise Marie Stein’s. All PCFS
members are invited to attend. Speaking of
invitations, don’t forget the Jerry Stephens
Memorial Picnic will be at Mary St. Clair's on
Saturday, July 5th from 4-10pm. Please bring your
friends...everyone is welcome! See the blurb
elsewhere for details and directions.

We started off the meeting with the Song of the
Month, followed by the Song Swap. The theme
was “Something old, something new, something
borrowed and the blues.”

Denise Marie Stein led us in the Song of the
Month, When the Wagon was New. Stevie Beer
led off the Song Swap with the Beatles’ tune
Yesterday, followed by Edna Garte with a song she
wrote for her aunt, Song for Liz.

Next, Lois Keel sang the 1923 Jimmy Cox hit
Nobody Knows You when You're Down and Out.
Mary St. Clair sang her song 33 Ford about selling
Jerry’s hotrod.

Maggie Ferguson, Denise Marie Stein, and Andy
Mather sang Danny Schmidt’s Bride's Promenade,
which they recently sang for Brad Doolittle’s
wedding. Brad is a past member, and the son of
Phil and Althea Doolittle, long-time, hard-working
PCFS members. Dave Belferman performed
Souvenirs, and Tom Keel played Cripple Creek on
a brand new banjo. Well, brand new to him!

After that we had some duets. We heard

In My Life, played by Mike Usinger on piano and
Susan Lazar on flute. Mike Acosta and his guest
Dan Devine (with a divine voice by the way!) sang
Cat Stephen’s Father and Son as a wonderful duet
with two guitars. Dan Devine stayed up front to
sing To Be Alone with You.

Marilyn Driggs was joined by the celestial chorus
of Maggie Ferguson and Denise Marie Stein to
sing her original song Lupton in the Rain.

Jack Ferguson braved the stage with his guitar,
accompanied by Andy Mather on harmonica for
his original song Clement’s Daughter, and Arthur
Kuhn closed us out with Blue Bells of Scotland on
the pipes

The Workshop

If you weren'’t there, you missed another good one!
We welcomed back Marko Novachoff for his
“World Music Part 2.” He started off reminding us
what we learned in Part 1, back in September
2006. Musical instruments are designed from
indigenous materials and their sound and
melodies mimic the speech patterns of each
particular culture. The instruments are designed
both for sound and for visual beauty. The original
audio-visual entertainment!

Starting our world tour in Africa, Marko played a
wooden trumpet, the Longo, from the Royal Guard
of Senufo in Senegal. Each instrument is good for
one good note. It was great!

The Baton is Passed

With Sharon Hall filling the role next year, this will
be Mary St. Clair’'s last Keepin’ Tabs article as our
secretary. We thank her for the gifts of her time
and talents!



News Both Sad and Joyful
Polly Rapj

On May 14, my brother Rick went home to Glory
after battling brain tumors for five and a half years.
He died peacefully and in the company of family.
Rick was a wonderful brother, a good father, and

a committed husband. He was creative, funny, big-
hearted, and a man of strong faith. He loved art,
music, nature, and family. Though it always hurts
to see a life cut off at full bloom, it helps to know he
is now free of the broken-down body that frustrated
him so much over the last year.

Thanks very much to all of you who have asked
about him and prayed for him over these past five
and a half years, and those who sent cards and
thoughtful emails. It is very comforting to be
surrounded by such a community of love and faith.

A Legend Passes

Railroad tramp,
storyteller, and

folksinger,
Bruce “Utah”" S
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Utah toured
for 40 years.
He said he
never got over
his stage fright

and didn't want /?i

to. He said it
helped him
keep getting
better.

In later years
He hosted the radio show Loafer's Glory, and
established a local homeless shelter.

The family requests that any memorial donations
be sent to www.hospitalityhouseshelter.org.

Marian Fisher in the Hospital
Barbara Esle

Marian Fisher suffered a major stroke on June 17,
and is recovering at Woodward Hills Nursing Home
on Woodward Avenue in Bloomfield Hills. They
estimate she will be there 2-3 weeks, building her
strength to come home.

Calls, cards and visits are very welcome. If you can
also send cards in care of me at PO Box 1552,
Troy, Ml 48099-1552. Her cell phone number is
(248) 217-6344.

Kabak Keman- Turkish gourd violi

Creekers Come Though Again

As the year winds down, we are happy to
report that — thanks to your generosity -
our recovery fund is nearly full. Our target
was $1,500, and to date we have received
around $1,250. That is fantastic!

We thank everyone who contributed
whatever they were able. If you would like
to add to this, make out a tax-deductible
check to Paint Creek Folklore Society, and
mail it to Treasurer Barbara Esler at the
address above, or just give it to her at the
picnic. Either way she’ll make sure you
get a receipt. And many thanks again!

Weekly Open Mike Nights

Tuesdays: Open Mike at AJ’s Café in Ferndale host
John Finan

Wednesdays: Open Mike at AJ’s in Ferndale, host
Ted Berlinghoff

Thursdays: Open Mike at Coffee Beanery in Berkley
hosted by Dave Falk, 7pm

Open Mike at AJ's Café in Ferndale host Kent Koller



June Message, continued
Continued from Page 1

Another paddler is leaving a beach on a course that
is bound to cross with mine. Ultimately we travel 35
to 40 yards apart for half an hour. Without words we
acknowledge one another. To speak would be
sacrilege. When a dolphin surfaces between us we
have much to consider. It's a short time until the
dolphin determines that hunting was better to the
west, and I'm eyeing a stretch of beach. It's time to
stretch my legs, throw some flies, and eat an

apple. | see a snake leave the sea oats, dodge the
crabs, and find the water before | can possibly
identify it. The snake swims west and I'm bound
eastward. Communication is vital, so after letting
my wife know that I'm OK, its out to where an errant
mullet could easily land in the kayak.

I'm happy to report that the osprey nest is a
happening place. Youngsters abound. Osprey, I'm
told, are true hunters. They only eat fresh - so mom
and dad are busy. The lack of horseshoe crab,
which are normally active at this time of year, makes
me wonder if | should be concerned, or if our timing
is off. But | don't think about it - there is no time.
When a bald eagle the size of Sterling Heights takes
a mullet off the water thirty yards away, your brain
has a tendency to refocus. She's eating fresh too.
Her flight back to the nest is lovely to behold and

| sit and watch, though it's going to make me late.

| beach the boat and a 200 vard walk due south

Yeah, it ain’t an
open-backed banjo. .So sue me.

July Message, continued
Continued from Page 1

July. I never would have thought of naming
someone July on my own, but if | had a son to name
today, | believe | would call him July.

Why? Well, | love the sound and it reminds me of
things that | value. | value high summer. | value the
longer days. | value the choirs of Michigan
‘skeeters, despite having to pay in blood for the
privilege of listening. | value the smell of the second
cutting of good timothy hay. | value my memories of
throwing those bales of good timothy hay. | value
poison ivy, but from a significant distance. | value
the sweet sound of an open back banjo when the
temperature and humidity has made some folks
grouchy.

If | ever get to playing on an open back banjo, | will
have July painted right on the drum, and I'll tell you
why - | value what was accomplished on the Fourth
of July. I value our form of government. | value
voting. | value sincere, honest debate. | value
patriots who ask why. | value that | am free to pick
up this piece of paper and a pencil and personally
remind my representatives in city, state, and federal
government what | value. | value OIld Glory. | value
the right to accept responsibility for my actions and
to live accountably.

In July, | most valued my time with Jerry Stevens,
whom | miss to this very day. When | think of July, |
think of Jerry and the firecracker spirit that he lent to
me. Jerry was part of the first Paint Creek sampler |
ever saw. This was before Maggie and | were
members, and one of my Paint Creek Folklore
Society highlights was meeting, then getting to know
and work with Jerry.

It's July, and it's time for the gathering that bears
Jerry's name. The Jerry Stevens Memorial Pichic
that will happen on Saturday, July 5th at the home of
Mary St. Clair.  We'll be there - we hope you will be
there also.

This is Gypsy Jack saying,

"Let freedom's banjos ring!



Folk Calendar for July 2008

Wednesday, July 2
Beppe Gambetta at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $15

Thursday, July 3
Chuck Prophet and American Mars at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $15

Friday, July 4 (Independence Day)
Twenty Row at the harbor in Port Sanilac, (248) 889-9189, bring lawn chairs, 1pm, $Free
David Whitaker at the Raven Café in Port Huron, 8-11pm, $No cover

Saturday, July 5
David Nefesh at the Farmington Farmer's Market, 10am-2pm, $Free
Third Coast Steel Band at the harbor in Port Sanilac, (248) 889-9189, bring lawn chairs, 7-9pm, $Free
Sleep Patterns at the Raven Café in Port Huron, 8-11pm, $No cover

Tuesday, July 8
Shawn Phillips at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $15

Wednesday, July 9
The Infamous Stringdusters at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $15
Mark Rucker at the Raven Café in Port Huron, 7-10pm, No Cover

Thursday, July 10
Lost Cuzzins at Boat Week in Port Huron, $Free
The Duhks, Luke Doucet, and Jenny Owen Youngs at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $15
Connie Davidson at the Raven Café in Port Huron, 7-10pm, No Cover

Friday, July 11
- Storytellers Pam Dawson, Ron Hinman, Lois Sprengnether Keel , Rob McCabe, and Susan Mulholland at Garden Park in
Holly, 248-625-5848, Catered, 8pm, $25
The Austin Lounge Lizards at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $20
Caveners Beatles Tribute at Patrick Tierney Park in Lexington, lexarts.com, bring lawn chairs, 7:30 pm, $Free
Open Mike at Coffee Beanery Café in Berkley on Hoover in Warren, hosted by Steve Bronson, 7:30pm
Jere Stormer opens for the Ultrasounds at the Heidelberg in Ann Arbor, 6pm

Friday, July 11 through Sunday, July 13
Blissfest in Harbor Springs, (231) 348-7047, blissfest.org
Denny Dwyer at the Raven Café in Port Huron, 8-11pm, $No cover
The Motor City Sidestrokers at Johnny’s Speakeasy in Ann Arbor, $10

Saturday, July 12

- Mid-Michigan Bluegrass Association 2nd Saturday jam session in Lansing, 7pm
Blanche at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $15
Ourselves at the harbor in Port Sanilac, (248) 889-9189, bring lawn chairs, 7-9pm, $Free
Still Running at the Raven Café in Port Huron, 8-11pm, $No cover

Sunday, July 13
The Alternate Routes and Virginia Coalition at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $15

Monday, July 14
Townie Street Party w/ Steve Riley and the Mamou Playboys, Mifuné, Huron High Marching Band Drumline, 5pm, $Free

Tuesday, July 15, 2008
Fred Gretsch Jr. wsg Bobby Gibson at Elderly Instruments in Lansing, 4-6:30pm, $Free

Thursday, July 17, 2008
Martin Guitar Meet and Greet, and Free Restring at Elderly Instruments in Lansing, 12-5pm, $Free
Martin Guitar Clinic with Richard Starkey at Elderly Instruments in Lansing, 6-8pm, $Free
Jim Balcerski, Ron Woods, Bob Miller and Robert Marr at the Flint Cultural Center
Rachael Taylor at the Raven Café in Port Huron, 7-10pm, No Cover

Thursday, July 17, 2008 though Sunday, July 20
ODPC Evart Summer Funfest in Evart (yes this is the big one!)



Folk Calendar for July, continued

Frlday, July 18
Glen Morningstar calls the dances to Ruffwater at the Evart Summer Funfest, 8-10pm
Jere Stormer at the Kulick Community Center Family Concert, KulickCenter@ferndale-mi.com, 7pm, $Free
Open Mike at Coffee Beanery Café in Berkley on Hoover in Warren, hosted by Steve Bronson, 7:30pm
The Raisin Pickers at Patrick Tierney Park in Lexington, lexarts.com, bring lawn chairs, 7:30 pm, $Free
Cowboy Poet Waddy Mitchell (NV), Motoko (MA), and La'Ron Williams at the Flint Cultural Center, 8pm, $Free
David Nefesh at the Raven Café in Port Huron, 8-11pm, $No cover

Saturday, July 19
The Golden Harvest at the harbor in Port Sanilac, (248) 889-9189, bring lawn chairs, 7-11pm, $Free
Cowboy Poet Waddy Mitchell (NV), Motoko (MA), and La’'Ron Williams at the Flint Cultural Center, 8pm, $Free
Flint Folk Music Festival w/ the Yellow Room Gang and Four Shillings Short at Kersey Park
Cats and the Fiddler at Crossroads Village and Huckleberry Railroad in Flint, (810) 736-7100, $Admission
Tom Mansell at AJ’s Cafe in Ferndale

Saturday, July 19 through Sunday, July 20
Bobstock Music Festival in Fairview,

Sunday, July 20
Joshua James / Cory Chisel at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 7:30pm, $12
Tom Mansell at Memphis Smoke in Royal Oak

Monday, July 21
Jen Cass and Randall Williams at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $13.50

Tuesday, July 22
Fox on a Hill Showcase: Breathe Owl Breathe, Jen Sygit, Luke Winslow-King, 8 pm $Free

Wednesday, July 23
Steep Canyon Rangers at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $15
John D. Lamb at the Raven Café in Port Huron, 7-10pm, No Cover

Thursday, July 24
John Dobat at the Raven Café in Port Huron, 7-10pm, No Cover

Frlday, July 25
Hal Ketchum at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $20
Motor City Brass Band at Patrick Tierney Park in Lexington, lexarts.com, bring lawn chairs, 7:30 pm, $Free
Robin & Tom Moore and guitarist Garry Valentine at the Gazebo in Rochester, 7pm, $Free
Dean Windemuller at the Raven Café in Port Huron, 8-11pm, $No cover
Edie Carey at Stage 1210 in Lansing, 8pm, $10

Saturday, July 26
Ed Vince, Mike Clark call to Picks & Sticks, ACTMAD Contra Dance at the Grange Hall in Ann Arbor, 8-1pm, Donation
Dennis Ewald at the harbor in Port Sanilac, (248) 889-9189, bring lawn chairs, 7-9pm, $Free
Madcat and Kane at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $15
William Henry Russell at the Raven Café in Port Huron, 8-11pm, $No cover

Sunday, July 27
Storytellers Pam Dawson, Carolyn Graves, Lois Sprengnether Keel at Garden Park in Holly, 11am & 2pm, $Free
Priscilla Ahn at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 7:30pm, $12.50

Tuesday, July 29
Great Lakes Myth Society and The New Green at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $10

Wednesday, July 30
Chris Hillman and Herb Pedersen at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $22.50
Mark Rucker at the Raven Café in Port Huron, 7-10pm, No Cover

Thursday, July 31
Shawn Mullins at the Ark in Ann Arbor, 8pm, $20
Connie Davidson at the Raven Café in Port Huron, 7-10pm, No Cover

Friday, August 1
Persuasion at Patrick Tierney Park in Lexington, lexarts.com, bring lawn chairs, 7:30 pm, $Free



