It is mid-way through the February thaw and
I'm at my desk while Floyd King and the
Bushwackers are rehearsing in our back
room. It's just one of my perks in this life.
On more than one occasion | have heard
the Bushwackers described as a "party
gospel band". If you listen closely, you will
hear a spiritual chord guiding the band.

Between the spirit of the Bushwackers and
the events of January and February, | was
moved to use this month's message to ask
a question. Do you have a dream?
Specifically, do you have a dream for your
investment in Paint Creek? Here's Jack's
dream for Paint Creek.

Jack dreams that every Paint Creek
meeting will be a beehive of activity from
4:00 in the afternoon until midnight. Jack
dreams that while the songwriter circle
happens in one room, a flute circle, ukulele
uproar, and a dulcimer smack down would
be occurring throughout the nooks and
crannies of Lawnridge Hall, while a dance
band in the main room struggles to be
heard above the din. Storytellers are
embedded throughout, and Jack wishes that
he could be in each and every room.

Sometime around 6:00 pm, a few of these
folks will need to get a bite to eat, unless
they pack a sandwich. They then return for
that space of time between 7:00 and 10:30
for the formal meeting. This time is filled
with announcements, a quality workshop,
shacks, and a grand song swap.

Now this song swap is where we treat one
another to what we've been working on all
month. Jack has a dream that everyday of
every month from Clarkston to Clinton
Township, from St. Clair Shores to
Commerce and to Casco and all points in
between, Paint Creek folks are pooling their
talents in each other's homes and having
the fun of making new friends and creative
commitments.

During our song swap and jam time
afterwards, all of this energy should just
erupt. No, it's not going to be note perfect,
but our skills should continue to improve.
It's not about everybody becoming a
professional, but it is about helping one
another to become more proficient and to
have more fun.

So do you have a vision? A vision should be
shared and I'm living proof that if you can
work a phone, show up on time, and set up
some chairs, people will think that you know
what you're doing - and your dream is
realized. Personal ownership makes it
happen - that’s being the one who makes
the phone call, sends the email, and says,
"Hey! I'll be there; you can count on me to
be in the kazoo quartette.” You get the
picture.

This is Gypsy Jack saying thanks to Robert
Mikawa for seeing the possibilities and
becoming the new Keepin' Tabs editor. See
you all in March!




Our next meeting at Lawnridge Hall

Please join us for our next regular meeting in Lawnridge Hall. The doors will open at 4pm for the
Songwriter’s Circle led by Jack Ferguson, and jamming. Call your friends and remind them to
bring their voices and instruments!

We encourage everyone to arrive by 7:00 for the
main part of the meeting so we have time to chat,
pick up the new directory, and such. The meeting
starts promptly at 7:30 with Denise Marie Stein
leading us in the Song of the Month, [TBD], and a
workshop on “Two Soldiers”.
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The Song Swap theme this month is “Folk Songs From Movies”. As always, slots are limited, so
come early to sign up. We usually break for “jamming and jawboning” around 10pm, and go until
almost midnight. If that's not enough, there are usually some folks who go out for a late night
snack!
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Maggie Ferguson and Jere Stormer

Al Grund will lead the March Workshop discussing the Civil War
This is an abbreviated version of the original, which will be presented

in its entirety at “Live! From The Living Room” in Pontiac on Friday,
March 6th.

Al Grund is an award-winning author and songwriter, his palette is the American Civil War —
from the common foot soldier to the military and political elite. His brush is the guitar, harmonica
and voice. His colors are the lyrics and the stories they tell. He uses rock, folk and blues as
modes of transportation from one thought to another and the dynamic of hard strumming
against soft finger picking to change moods. “Two Soldiers” is an original, musical tour-de-force
related to people, places and events of the American Civil War.
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Glen Morningstar Jr.

Come to the Harmony Sing for All led by Tom & Anne Siess from London, Ontario. Saturday,
Mar 14 at Shirley Harden's house, 1480 Kelly Green Drive, Ann Arbor. 10 am Potluck Brunch.
10:45-12:45 Sing. RSVP if possible to Shirley at 734-761-8806 or Fae at 248-288-4737.
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Editor Robert Mikawa

Our next meeting of the PCFS board will be Sunday, March 16th, at 6:00 PM at the home of
Jack & Maggie Ferguson. All members are welcome, though not required to attend, and all input
is welcome. At the last meeting we discussed (among other things) the rent increase on
Lawnridge Hall, celebrating the society’s 35" anniversary in spring of this year, June elections,
and the 2009 Tin Whistle. If you need directions, or want to contribute but can’t be there in
person, just call one of your board members. That's what we're here for. It's your group!

Editor Robert Mikawa

Hi, my name is Robert Mikawa. Originally,
I'm from Oklahoma and was transferred to
Michigan by General Motors in April of
2006.

I've been playing acoustic guitar for several
years and am always looking for a jam.
There was this music store in Oklahoma
that hosted a Bluegrass Jam every Friday
night. | started going to it and had a lot of
fun, so | kept coming back (until | moved up
north).

| figured that Michigan had similar events,
so | surfed the web and found several jams.
I even found an every Friday night jam in
my own new hometown of Ortonville. What
a coincidence. Actually, | think it's more
divine appointment. The good Lord is
certainly directing my steps, taking me from
one jam to another.

Then | found a jam that goes to midnight.
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Name or Subtitle

The website was full of information and
made me want to join and be a member. |
had to go to that one. That one was called
'The Paint Creek Folklore Society'. | met a
lot of nice and interesting people there and
had fun, so | kept coming back.

Then at a Paint Creek Folklore Society
meeting/jam, there was this guy that said
the newsletter is going to end soon unless
someone volunteers to keep it going. Then
at another meeting/jam another guy says
the same thing. | thought that this issue is
getting serious. One of the cool things about
The Paint Creek Folklore Society's website
is the ability to read back issues of the
newsletter, 'Keepin' Tabs'.

I work a lot with computers and software, so
| thought that I could handle the editor job
and keep 'Keepin' Tabs' going.

That's my story and I'm stickin' to it.

Frances Worth, the mother of long-time Paint Creek member Shirley Worth passed away quietly
on February 10, 2009 at the age of 96. Frances was and artist and poet, and enjoyed attending
the annual Tin Whistle concerts. Our thoughts and best wishes go out to Shirley and her family.
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Secretary Sharon Hall

This month’s workshop featured Ralph
Valdez; musician, performer, former music
programmer at WDET (where he met Jere
Stormer), and current Curator of Cultural
Programming at the Arab-American
National Museum in Dearborn.

The Arab-American Museum

Ralph said that when he heard the Arab
Community Center for Economic and Social
Services (ACCESS) was looking for a
curator for the cultural arts component of
their museum, he knew the job was ideal for
him. Ralph has been involved with the
visual and artistic communities in metro

Detroit for many years and believes strongly
that art is an agent for change. In his new
role he is able to further his work of building
bridges between cultures and communities.
Ralph explained that the Arab-American
National Museum (which is across from the
City Hall in Dearborn) has a permanent
exhibit that tells the story of Arab-Americans
with artifacts donated by immigrants to
share their experience. The museum also
has ongoing current exhibits. Presently
there is a photography exhibit of the Yemeni
community from the 1970s to today. In the
lower level of the museum there is a small
theater, which serves as the venue for
Global Thursdays, one of Ralph’s multi-
cultural projects.

Global Thursdays (sponsored by Ford Motor
Company and Comerica Bank) feature a
variety of musicians and storytellers who
bring people together and create

connections through the arts. Ralph
provided brochures that described the many
artists performing at Global Thursdays,
including Mexican-American, African Hip-
Hop, Chinese Classical, Native American,
Celtic, and folk artists with our own Jere
Stormer and friends. Admission to Global
Thursdays is included in the museum
admission of ten dollars - well worth it.

In another but related vein, Ralph spoke of
his work producing the annual Concert of
Colors, the largest, free “World Music”
Festival. It is offered every summer in the
cultural center area of Detroit. In
partnership with the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra and the Max Fisher Music
Center, the Festival has a number of
outdoor and indoor stages and is a great
opportunity to strengthen community
through the arts. In addition to local artists,
the Festival has featured such performers
as Ray Charles, Little Richard, Indigo Girls,
and Buffy St. Marie.

Ralph observed that what is called “world
music” today is a shorthand way to say
music from a variety of countries. As
Denise Marie Stein succinctly added, you
can say your going to see lions, tigers, and
elephants, etc., or you can say, you're going
to the zoo.

Ralph closed his presentation by inviting
Henna Malhas, a singer-songwriter native to
Jordan now living in Ann Arbor, to perform
her music. Henna blends eastern and
western music in her songs, and shared
with us three original pieces. It was hard to
believe that she had only started playing the
guitar just over a year ago. Her music was
engaging and touching. Thank you to
Ralph, Henna, and Jere for an inspirational
and informative workshop. By the end of
break, Phil Doolittle had booked Henna as
an opening act for the upcoming Comfy
Concert in May!
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Secretary Sharon Hall

After the workshop we took a break for a bit
of conversation and some delicious snacks
provided this month by Barbara Esler and
Marian Fisher. The highlight was Barb’s
famous (and very yummy) cherry squares!
Then we gathered for our Song Swap. The
Song of the Month was Magic Penny.

Before leading us in the song, Denise Marie
Stein shared the funny story of her and her
mother chasing after the master copy of the
song that the wind was blowing hither and
yon, and which she finally retrieved from a
puddle. We happily sang from our slightly
smudged song sheets.

Alas, Stevie was absent, so we began the
Song Swap Beatle-less. Maggie Ferguston
started us out with a story song of street
musicians around the world, called Buskers.
Joann Shulte on autoharp was up next with
the song Gentle Maidens, which Joann
explained is a scene of maidens on the
hillside in the spring. Our first couple
performing - Theresa and Jack Erickson -
shared the funny song Serenade to a Jerk,
from an old Spike Jones movie. Then
guests Larry and Judie had us all singing
along with Sweet Violets.

Mary St. Clair played autoharp and called
on her friends Andy Mather on harmonica
and Maggie Ferguson on guitar to join
together in Company of Friends. Foxfire
(Maggie Ferguson and Denise Marie Stein)
had us laughing this time with Open That
Can. Drawing on a character from a Bertolt
Brecht play, Pete Hartung played Mack the
Knife. Patrick Stallworth called up a Johnny
Cash song Rose of My Heart, which he
dedicated to his wife Jackie. Then Jackie
responded with a song that she had written
about them called Two People.

Don Hays gave us a brief explanation of the

Plains Flutes, the Woodland Flutes, and
most importantly for the evening, the Love
Flute. The Love Flute, said Don, was a flute
that a young man would craft himself and
then play to court the young woman whom
he wished to woo. If she liked his music,
she would respond favorably. Lucky for
Don, Alice stood up and embraced him after
his Flute Song.

Dave Belferman turned to Smokey
Robinson for his inspiration and played
You've Really Got a Hold on Me. Robert
Mikawa entertained us with a guitar
instrumental, Stevie Wonder’s Sir Duke.

Robert Mikawa picks his Taylor cutaway classicatan.
Photo byJudi Morningstar

Shady Grove, was Randy Proctor’s pick,
and pick he did on his banjo. Lois Keel
treated us to a medley, including Easy Rider
and | Wish | Was a Catfish. Playing her
ukelele, Althea Doolittle was joined by
husband Phil and friend Randy Proctor
(both on guitar) as they rolled out Knocking
on Heaven'’s Door. Closing out the song
swap was Denise Marie Stein on autoharp
playing She Thinks She’ll Marry. It was a
fitting end.

As usual, the gang broke up to jam, talk,
play, and sing.

Thank you one and all for a fun evening!
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Treasurer Barb Esler

Cream together % cup sugar and %2 cup butter or oleo

Mix in 1% cups sifted flour
Add 1 to 1% cups flaked coconut

Blend until well mixed and crumbly in appearance
Press half of mix in a well-greased nine-inch square pan
Pour over and spread evenly one can cherry pie filling

(I use the "more fruit" variety)
Top with the remaining flour mixture

Bake at 400° about 30 minutes, until golden brown on top
Cut into squares to serve - the 9 x 9 pan serves nine
The recipe can be doubled and baked in a 9 x 13 inch pan
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Co-Project Leader, Glen Morningstar, Jr.

A wonderful crowd gathered on February
14th at the Hunter Community Center for
our Starry Night for a Ramble Benefit
Contra Dance 2009. Oh, the fun we had,
with three lines dancing much of the
evening. Special thanks to Sharon Hall and
Jim Coon for decorating the hall, and to
Sharon for also handled the door and the
Silent Auction (she is a dynamo).

The Paint Creek Country Dance Orchestra
was awesome, | mean AWESOME. A
veritable wall of good music. A big thanks to
Jere Stormer on fiddle, Susie White on
fiddle, Bobby Hurst on dulcimer, flute and tin
whistle, Roger Cass on guitar, Laurine
Gajewski on dulcimer, Dotty Decker on
dulcimer, Cindy Simmons on dulcimer and
triangle, Paul Goelz on dulcimer and cello,
Mark Williams on bass, and the band leader

herself Judi Morningstar on keyboard.
Drake Meadow from Ann Arbor and Glen
Morningstar Jr. from PCFS were the
honored callers for the evening, and this
time, no spinach in their teeth! John
Newsome and Tom Allen from OCTDS
engineered the sound with their expert
touch. Ruth Jones from OCTDS
coordinated the gathering and presentation
of snacks with Mary St. Clair from PCFS
assisting...00000, um, good.

OCTDS co-project leader Steve Gold
handled flyer construction and distribution to
the four corners. All of these folks gave their
practice and dance time to benefit the
treasuries of the Oakland County Traditional
Dance Society and the Paint Creek Folklore
Society. Hats off to them all!

Folks laugh and dance as Glen Morningstar callsutoes of the Paint Creek Country Dance Orchestr&hotos bysteve Gol

.
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An Open Letter to WDET from past PCFS President Andy Mather

Fifteen years ago | moved to the Detroit
area and discovered Wayne State
University’s public broadcasting station,
WDET. | was thrilled to find “Folks Like Us”,
hosted by Matt Watroba. Every Saturday
afternoon I'd tune in and listen to the music
that | loved.

Even before Matt, Judy Donlin had a folk
show in that Saturday afternoon time slot.
The local acoustic, folk, and bluegrass
community has revolved around it for over a
generation. It has benefited the listeners,
the artists and the local folk venues. | could
listen to artists talk and play live in the
studio in the afternoon, and be motivated to
catch a great concert that night.

After Matt, it was Larry McDaniel's
“Arkansas Traveler” and Robert Jones’
show featuring blues - and now gospel. My
kind of music, the kind that gets ignored the
other 98% of the week. That's the great
thing about non-commercial radio - it works,
if the community supports the programming.

And the Folklore Society has been a huge
supporter of these shows, especially Folks
Like Us. | am proud that as individuals and
as a group we have contributed a lot of
money and time to the station. In fact, so
generously that for many years Matt's show
has been WDET's greatest single source of
listener donations.

A couple years ago a new administrator
cancelled all these “fringe” music programs.
There was an outcry, but the shows were
restored only after donations plummeted for
a year. | figured that WSU would be loath to
alienate so many listeners again.

Folks, make your voices heard. Do it now.

I was wrong. They’'ve messed up the
schedule again. Robert’s been moved back
to Saturday, while Matt and Larry are
relegated to Sunday nights. A new show
hosted by Ann Delisi has taken the noon-to-
three slot on both days. Ann is a very nice
host, but her tastes and mine do not overlap
at all. As advertised, her shows are six
hours of “music made in Detroit... Bar
bands, rhyme poets, bedroom beat mixers,
turntablists... in a creative music mix.”
That's a fair description.

But “Made in Detroit”? Detroit is far more
than the urban area south of Eight Mile and
east of Telegraph. At least folk music didn’t
get thrown under the bus this time, just sent
to the back seat. Maybe | should be
grateful that they kept my music on at all,
but I'm not; I'm angry. Folkies may not be a
majority of listeners, but our little community
has given far out of proportion to its size.
We've helped pay their bills for 20 years,
and our programming doesn’t deserve to be
pushed aside.

Losing that time slot hurts the ability of folk
artists and venues to advertise to their core
audience. Ticket sales drop, our folk scene
becomes poorer and smaller, and as a
result, metro area music becomes less
diverse. That's not a prediction — it's a
recent memory.

Even as a very amateur performer, | know
better than to [toss] off a paying audience.

| won't beg or implore, but I will insist. For
the good of the station and the community it
serves, folk programming must be restored,
and even expanded. Anything else is a
lose-lose proposition.

Listener comments: (313) 577-3415 or wdet_listener_service@wdetfm.org
Current members: (313) 577-4550 or memberservices@wdetfm.org

Public Relations: (313) 577-3342
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Keepin' Tabs is the monthly newsletter for, by, and about the Paint Creek Folklore Society. Paint Creek Folklore Society is a nonprofit
organization, a center for The Country Dance and Song Society of America (CDSS), a member of the North American Folk Alliance, and a
supporter of folklore, folksong and folkdance societies, groups and individuals whose interest is in the preservation of and education in traditional
culture, music, and dance.

The newsletter is available online at our website: paintcreekfolkloresociety.org. A hard-copy subscription to Keepin’ Tabs is $10 for PCFS

members, $20 for non-members, and runs though through September 2008. Make your check or money order out to Paint Creek Folklore Society,
and mail to Caylynn Mather, PCFS Membership Chair, 46020 Spring Lane, #204, Shelby Twp., Ml 48317-4863.



