February Message

Some of you are cussing me. And that's OK. It's all
right, 'cuz | understand. It's all about that new snow
thing in last month's presidential message. Portions
of the Paint Creek membership are asking, "What
was he thinking? It's after the holidays, and nobody
sings, "I'm Dreaming of a White New Year"! Admit
it, you're blaming Jack for that last six or eight
inches of new snow.

| can take it, and | believe that | can defend myself.
My rationale for the mention of new snow was
bridging the gap between two Paint Creek
benchmarks. The two in question, being our holiday
meeting, and our involvement with OCTDS and the
Starry Night For A Ramble dance event.

Starry Night happens the night of Valentines Day,
February 14th. Now | have seen stars shine from
canoes on secluded Ontario lakes, hoping for
pickerel and perch. | have seen stars shine from the
heights of Acoma Peuble on Christmas Eve.

| have seen stars reflect over Apalachicola Bay as
the Gulf of Mexico beckons shrimpers forth into the
warm shallow waters. But | have never seen stars
any lovelier than in our own Michigan skies on a
cold February evening with new snow to draw those
stars a little closer.

So there it is, it won't be a starry night lest it be cold,
clear, and with new snow on the ground. | will let
you folks debate quantity. A few of you may even
start a chat room or a yahoo group to hash it out.
As for me, I'll be saying, "Yahoo! Fresh snow,
faithful friends, the finest music, and the best calling
available."

This is Gypsy Jack saying, let's fill Lawnridge Hall in
February, and prepare ourselves for a wonderful
Starry Night For A Ramble.
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Next Meeting: Saturday, February 7

Our next meeting at Lawnridge Hall

Please join us for our next regular meeting in
Lawnridge Hall. The doors will open at 4pm for the
Songwriter’s Circle and jamming. Call your friends
and remind them to bring their instruments!

Lawnridge Hal
We encourage everyone to arrive by 7:00 for the
main part of the meeting so we have time to chat,
pick up the new directory, and such. The meeting
starts promptly at 7:30 with a workshop on
“Multicultural Creative Music”. After that we will enjoy
some treats. The Song Swap theme this month is
“Love/Hate Relationships” and Denise Marie Stein
will lead us off with “Song Of The Month” (TBD). As
always, slots are limited, so come early to sign up.
We usually break for “jamming and jawboning”
around 10pm, and go until almost midnight. If that's
not enough, there are usually some folks who go out
for a late night snack!
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Lawnridge Hall is located at 385 South Adams Road
In Rochester Hills, on the campus of University
Presbyterian Church. UPC is on the east side of
Adams Road, between Hamlin and Avon.

February Workshop:

Multicultural Creative Music
Vice President Jere Stormer

On Feb 7th we will be treated
to a presentation by Ralph
Valdez; educator, musician,
and Curator of Cultural
Programming at the Arab
American National Museum
in Dearborn. He also takes
a primary role in the Concert
of Colors, a free World Music
Festival in Detroit every
mid-July. Ralph will speak
about his job and his mission
of forwarding multicultural creative music.

Some Sad News
Your Humble Editors

Hal Bain, a longtime member of Paint Creek, has
passed away peacefully in his sleep at his winter
home in Punta Gorda, Florida at the age of 91.

He was a member of the Silver Strings Dulcimer
Society, and a longtime Evart Funfest attendee, as
shown here in 2004.. He played on stage there
with the Suncoast Dulcimer Society. He will be
deeply missed.

There was a memorial
service in Florida on January
22" where he was honored
by the Elks and the Sun
Coast Dulcimer Group, who
played his favorite tunes at
the service.

& | There will be a service in
Michigan at 11:00 am in the
mausoleum at Roselawn
Cemetery in Royal Oak,
Saturday, January 31.
Roselawn Cemetery is across from the Shrine of
the Little Flower. Please send any cards or letters
to Pat at 4009 Chanda Court, Highland, Ml 48356




A Starry Night for a Ramble

Board Membe-at-Large Denise Marie Stein

“A Starry Night for a Ramble” is an annual contra
dance sponsored by Paint Creek Folklore Society
(PCFES) and the Oakland County Traditional
Dance Society (OCTDS). Proceeds benefit both
organizations, as well as WDET Public Radio.
WDET FM has demonstrated a long-term
commitment to broadcasting traditional and folk
music for the greater Detroit area.

This year the event falls right on February 14™ -
Valentine’s Day - so it's a great opportunity to do
something fun with your partner. Couples are not
required though, so come and meet others if you
prefer.

You don't need dance experience. All dances are
taught by Drake Meadow and (our own) Glen
Morningstar. They will call the dances to live
music provided by the renowned Paint Creek
Country Dance Orchestra, led by (our own) Judi
Morningstar. At intermission, bountiful
refreshments — cakes, cookies, fruits, and
beverages are included with your admission.
There will also be a silent auction, with the
proceeds going directly to support WDET.

Where?

Hunter Community Center in Clawson

That's at 509 Fisher Court, three blocks north of
14 Mile, and three blocks east of Main Street.
You can enter through the front door and go
directly to the gym.

When?

Doors open at 8:00 pm, and dances go until
11:00 pm.

How...

...much? $10 general admission, $8 for students
and for members of PCFS and OCTDS. Kids
under 12 are free.

Who...

...do | contact for more information? Steve Gold
(248) 967-1055 or email sig@umich.edu, or
Denise Marie Stein (586) 484-5248 or email
denisestein@hotmail.com.

Paint Creek Comfy Concerts
Board Membe-at-Large Phil Doolittle

The much-anticipated spring Comfy Concerts have
been announced! This is the place to see the very
best performers in an intimate, relaxed setting.

First, on April 19 we will feature Canadian singer-
songwriter

James Gordon.

A founder of the
trio Tamarack,

he has released
over thirty albums.
James may have
one or two of his
sons with him, yet
TBD. Opening for
James will be
Venitia Sekema,

a songwriter from
Galien, Michigan. Venitia is known for combining
jazz, blues and folk elements with soulful lyrics.
Check them out on the web at
http://www.jamesgordon.ca/ and
http://www.venitiasekema.com/

May 3 we will
feature John
Flynn. From
barbed
political verse
to joyous fun-
loving lyrics
for kids, John
paints vivid,
lasting
images with
his words and
music. You
can find out
all about him
at
http://www.jo
hnflynn.net/in
VS i/, dex.html.

4 UL i b John’s
opening act has not yet been named. Admission
for April 19 is $15, and May 3 will be $14.Shows
start at 6:00 pm; doors open at 5:30. Reservations
are required — please call (248) 375-2513.




January Workshop...

Maggie Ferguson for Secretary Sharon t

The January workshop was leader was

Dr. Luti Erbe nik. He presented an entertaining
workshop titled "Uneven Rhythms from the
Balkan Peninsula: 7/8 and Other "Eights" for
Guitar and Percussion.”

Luti grew up in the now
vanished country of
Yugoslavia. He is now
a Professor of Biology
at Oakland Community
College, and half of the
folk duo Partly Brothers.
The other half, local
song-writer Brian Wood,
came to back him up.

Luti taught the membership a Macedonian folk
song titled Jovano, Jovanke. The song is about a
young man hopelessly in love with a young girl.

First Luti sang the lively folk song, and then
encouraged the membership to participate.

Phil Doolittle brought an entire suitcase full of
percussion instruments and these were handed
out to anyone who wanted to try them.

Luti explained that American music is mostly
counted out in 4/4 time (1-2-3-4, 1-2-3-4), and
sometimes in ¥ or waltz time (1-2-3, 1-2-3).

Then Luti demonstrated the different and
complicated rhythms used by eastern European
peoples for centuries. The eastern rhythms
included 7/8, 9/8, and 11/8 time. For example,
7/8 is counted (1-2-3 1-2 1-2, 1-2-3 1-2 1-2). If
that sounds confusing, it is!

Luti also created harmony parts, or cannons, for
the members to try. That was really challenging!
But after Luti's expert coaching, several of us
managed to keep time and sing along with Luti's
beautiful song.

All in all it was a very exciting learning
experience, and we appreciate Luti coming
out to share with us.

...And Song Swap

The theme for the January Song Swap was
“Happy New Day,” and there were lots of
contributors, including Stevie Beer who led
Birthday by the Beatles.

Next up was our co-president Jack Ferguson who
sang one of his original songs, Life Is So Good.
Jack was accompanied by guitarist Dave Falk
who contributed a beautiful lead line all through
Jack's song.

Patrick Stallworth

did Kenny Loggin’s,
Danny's Song,

and had everybody
singing along with
the chorus. Randy
Proctor was next,
then Dave Belferman,
who played

When it Rains the Sky Has Got To Clear.

Next up was FoxFire (Maggie Ferguson and
Denise Marie Stein) who played Raise the Dead
of Wintertime, followed by Partly Brothers who did
an original, From the Start / Love is a Miracle.

Then Marilyn Driggs got up and performed a
wonderful rendition of Blackbird, followed by
Larry Weisman,
Who played

Sword & Shield.

Next Lois Keel
did a cute
version of
She'll Be
Coming Round
the Mountain
that included
audience patrticipation.

Finally The Valkyries (Maggie Ferguson, Denise
Marie Stein and Marilyn) performed a beautiful
arrangement of Julian of Norwich.

Special thanks to Judi Morningstar for the photos!



