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Keepin’ Tabs 
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November at a Glance  
 

Friday, November 6th - Melissa Greener Concert  

A favorite hometown girl on tour in Michigan 

Saturday, November 7th - PCFS November Meeting  

Hands-on Autoharp Workshop  

Song Swap Theme: Autumn Leaves/Winter Begins 

Sunday, November 8th - Comfy Concert with Randall Williams  

¢ƘŜ tŀǊǘƭȅ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻǇŜƴ сǇƳ ŀǘ 5ƻƻƭƛǘǘƭŜΩǎ ς Be there! 

Saturday, November 14th - Annual Tin Whistle Fundraiser Concert 

This is the big one, folks ς letΩs sell those tickets! 

Saturday, November 21st - Jackie and Patrick Stallworth 

Paint Creekers sing Christmas songs, hymns, and originals  

 

Also i n This Issue … 
 

! DǊŜŀǘ Cŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ Ψ/ǊŜŜƪŜǊǎ  

WeΩve harvested bushels of fun! 

Tom Radcliffe ς A Loss to the Folk Community  

A founding member passes away 
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Frid ay, November 6 th  - Melissa Greener  at the Ark  
Dotty Decker 

 
Here's some concert info about our niece, Melissa Greener, who is now on tour and will be 
coming back to her home state for two performances.  The first was an opening set for Susan 
Werner on October 30th at the Ark.  The second concert will be this Friday, and this one is a full 

concert of her own.  Check out her website for descriptions of her music and other info at 
www.melissagreener.com  
 
Friday, November 6th, 2009 at Salon Pavlina - 7:30pm  

32413 Northwestern Highway, Farmington Hills MI 48334, (248) 207-3668. Tickets $15 
 
Melissa is in the postproduction stages of completing her second album, about which she wrote 
on her website:  "I am very proud and thrilled to be completing my sophomore full-length album 
with legendary record producer and musician John Jennings.ò 
 
Jennings has worked with some of today's finest artists including Mary Chapin Carpenter, Janis 
Ian, Indigo Girls, John Gorka, BeauSoleil, John McCutcheon, Robin and Linda Williams, Catie 
Curtis, Bill Morrisey, Cheryl Wheeler, Kathy Mattea, George Jones, Iris DeMent, and Tony Rice. 
  

We have always seen 
Melissa's talent as a 
poet/writer, singer and 
musician even when she was 
young and taking guitar 
lessons from local artist Billy 
Brandt and playing along 
with me.  She was asked by 
her senior high school class 
to perform at their graduation 
and that was the first time I 
had seen her perform 
publicly.  
 
I was just blown away and 
continue to love seeing and 
hearing her perform 
anywhere in a huge arena or 
in my living room just for us.  
She is an artist in many 
ways, and, for a young 
person,  has had amazing 
experiences, from 
apprenticing with local famed 
potter John Glick to traveling 
the world.  

  
Melissa is a native of West Bloomfield.  Her mother has been a professional singer and her dad 
describes himself as a hippie and lover of folk music.  We hope many PCFS members will come 
out and see for themselves what we have appreciated all these years.
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Saturday, November 7 th  - PCFS Novembe r Meeting  
 
Featuring songwriting, jamming, a Native American flute circle, an autoharp workshop, treats 
and songs about  
 
Songwriting ï 4:00 

Donôt fear the frost!  Just warm up at the song circle this Saturday. If you are not among the 
happy bunch at Harbor Springs, come on over to Lawnridge Hall and we'll bounce some ideas 
off one another. It's all happening before the Paint Creek Folklore Society's regular November 
mtg.  See you there, Jack. 
 
Jamming ï 4:00 to 6:00 
Call your friends and remind them to bring their voices and instruments. 
 
Native American Flute Circle ï 6:00 
Don Hays leads.  This is only the third recognized Native American Flute Circle in Michigan! 
 
Meet and Greet ï 7:00 to 7:30 
If you havenôt renewed your membership yet this fall, bring your checkbook and see Caylynn. 
 
Autoharp Workshop with Joann Shulte ï 7:30 

Learn the interesting history of how the autoharp came to be, see some historic instruments, 
and hear from old and new harp players; Maybelle Carter, Brian Bowers, Harvey Reid, etc.  
This will be a participatory workshop so bring along a tuned autoharp if you can.  Please tune it 
ahead of time.   
 

Some tuning hints:  Use an electronic tuner ï itôs the most accurate way.  For an old out-of-tune 
harp, start tuning at least a week before the workshop.  Bring the strings up part way, then 
return in a while and tune again.  It may take three or four tunings to get it up to speed, but 
taking time will help the harp hold its tune and keeps the strings from breaking.  Now you are 
ready to try some of the techniques for playing your harp. 
 
Snacks  
After the workshop, we will share some snacks and treats.  Our host this month Dave 
Belferman. 
 
Song Swap  
The theme this month is ñAutumn Leaves/Winter Begins.ò  As always, slots are limited, so it is 
best to come early to sign up.   
 
More Jamming and Singing 

We usually break for ñjamming and jawboningò around 10pm, and go until almost midnight.   
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Sunday, November 8 th  - Comfy Concert:  Randall Williams  
Phil and Althea Doolittle 

 
 ñRandall Williams explodes 
onto the scene like a bolt of 
lightning,ò Rich Warren (WFMT 
Chicago) says in Sing Out 
magazine.  ñIt's rare that a 
honey-toned tenor carries as 
much force as Williams.  
Combine that voice with highly 
articulate guitar work and 
superlative songs for a most 
powerful presenceé  The 
music hooks your ears while the 
contents catch your feelings.ò   
 

After graduating from the Royal 
Conservatory of Mons, Belgium 
at the head of his class, Randall 
Williams left the world of classical music for the world of traveling with his guitar, writing songs in 
train stations and sleeping on couches, then singing and playing on street corners, cafés, and 
pubs.  Randall is as much at home in a Bangkok slum or a Senegalese village, at the Kennedy 
Center in D.C. or the Fine Arts Palace in Brussels sandwiched between a twitchy orchestra and 
a full house, or shoeless on the floor of your (our) living room.   
 

In addition to many great songs, Randall has written a book about his sailing adventures, and 
two Hal Leonard guitar instruction books on the use of partial capos.  Come hear the music 
Randall has synthesized from his life. 
 

Opening for Randall is the duo Partly Brothers; Luti Erbeģnik and Brian Wood, two experienced 
folk/rock singer-songwriters whose music will relax and inspire you.  With rich vocal harmonies 

and a blend of acoustic guitars, Partly Brothers craft 
beautiful catchy tunes woven of intriguing lyrics.  They 
tell stories of experiences weôve all had--the warmth of 
home, the exhilaration of love, loss of love, and hope,  
with themes ranging from old-fashioned rendezvous to 
Internet dating, petsô antics to ethnic pride.   
 

Originally from Yugoslavia, Luti infuses the duo with 
subtle sounds of Eastern European and Middle Eastern 
folk music.  Michigan native Brian Wood has played for 
many years with local group The Troubadads.  Our own 
Maggie Ferguson (Live! From the Living Room) says, 

"émagical indeed ï Luti and Brian combine their voices so well that they might as well be 
brothers completely!"  You can visit them on the web at www.myspace.com/partlybrothers. 
 

Tickets are $16, and the concert begins at 6:00 PM.  This concert is presented in our Rochester 
Hills home, so please call 248-375-2513 to make your reservation and get directions.  Seats are 
still available but reservations are limited.   
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Satur day, November 14 th  – The 38 th  Tin Whistle Concert!  
 

Who Could Possibly Justif y a $15 Ticket? These Folks!  
 
Not just anybody, thatôs for sure!  Nowadays fifteen bucks is a ton of money, right?  But we are 
going to have a stage full of the very best for you.  Hereôs what you get:   
 

The group Just Friends are longtime Paint Creek favorites.  
The four ladies are Judi on hammered dulcimer and piano, 
Cecelia on dulcimer and harp, Lori - who plays guitar and 
banjo and sings like the angels ï and ñRoò(Rosemary) who 
plays guitar and bass.  In addition to all those instruments, 
they bring a mix of original and traditional tunes, a dry sense 
of humor, and good old-fashioned charm. Itôs been too long 
since weôve had the opportunity to enjoy these four on our 
stage. Itôs sure to be a memorable event you wonôt want to 
miss! 
 

Dean Rutledge is 
a former member 

of the New Christie Minstrels and the Kingston Trio.  
He is well known in the Midwest folk community ï 
especially in Detroit ï where he has toured since 
the 1960ôs. Playing guitar and banjo, Dean crosses 
the musical spectrum of folk, pop, and gospel, and 
entertains audiences with his own original pieces. 
You will be delighted as Dean weaves music and 
memory. He and his friends Steve Kowalski and 
Harry Miller form the group called Generations.  
Come and enjoy as they bring the past alive and offer up a night of feeling and fun. 
 

Randy Proctor's wide range and strong voice is familiar to all 
'Creekers; heôs been a member for nearly 20 years. Randy grew up 
with folk and blues, and has played guitar and banjo most of his life. 
His influences include country, blues, Pete Seeger, Neil Young, Dylan, 
and the Kingston Trio. Randy has played professionally in wedding 
bands, country bands, rockônôroll bands, and even Polka bands! 
 

Gypsy Jack Ferguson is a philosopher, storyteller, and songwriter. His 
gentle touch on guitar and low voice are a great combination. His 
musical repertoire spans the historical, the hysterical, and the 
mystical.  His songs are 
often tied together with 

tales that are guaranteed true ï mostly.   
ñThere I was, just mindinô my own businesséò 
 

Come enjoy all these great performers at the  
38th Tin Whistle concert.  Sure, it will benefit our 
cause, but it will also benefit your funny bone, your 
tapping toes, and your ears ï excellent live music is 
magical stuff!
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Satu rday, November 21st - Jackie &  Patrick Stallworth  

 
Paint Creekers Jackie & Patrick Stallworth will lead Christmas songs, hymns, and sing originals 
from 7:00 to 9:30 PM at Redeemer Missionary Church.  The music is free and there will be 
refreshments available.  The church is at 47488 Dequindre ï just north of Auburn Road in 
Shelby Township.  For more details or directions, call Jackie at (586) 344-4179. 
 

A Great Fall for ‘Creekers 
 
This fall has been truly great for óCreekers.  Members performed at the Thumbfest and 
Goodison festivals, and in-between we had a wonderful meeting at Lawnridge Hall with new 
members and returning guests.   
 
There were new radio shows on the Old Front Porch Radio Show on Tuesdays; Dave Falk 
continued to host his fine Thursday night open mike at the Beanery in Birmingham, Live!  From 
the Living Room coffeehouse roared back from summer break on Friday nights, and Annie and 
Rod Capps thrilled the audience at the first fall Paint Creek Comfy Concert.  Oh, and we 

celebrated our groupôs 35th anniversary at Hawk Woods Nature Center with tons of food and 
music, a bonfire, and a thunderstorm for our sleepover in the cabins.   
 

 
 
The October meeting at Lawnridge was a big success, highlighted by Maggie Fergusonôs 
presentation on Kate Wolf and a knock-óem-down performance by the Hat Band.   
 

In other news, our veep Maggie Ferguson, was at the Folk Alliance Region Midwest (FARM) 
conference, accepting the prestigious Folk Traditions Lifetime Achievement Award!  She and 
the Bushwackers played at the conference, and were featured live on Folks Like Us to promote 
the big Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, benefit night at Mamaôs Coffeehouse October 17th.   
 

It was a very special night for all of us who loved and miss Denise Marie Stein.  The benefit 
album As Long as Iôm Here was available.  It features óCreekers Foxfire, Eric and Polly Rapp, 

and many others ï including some group called Peter, Paul and Mary.  Many of the artists, 
including Floyd King and the Bushwackers, Stuart Franke, Josh White Jr. and Matt Watroba, 
played live for us that night.  All proceeds benefited LLS, totaling over $5,000! 
 

On October 24th, Maggie played a wonderful solo gig at the Sibley-Hoyt house concert series. It 
was a rare chance at a whole evening of her wonderful voice and fingerpicking.   
 

Oh, and there was the Halloween Spooktacular at Live! From the Living Room in Pontiac.  One 
selection, The Bat Rap, was even captured for posterity on YouTube!
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A Great Lo ss for ‘Creekers 
Glen Morningstar Jr. 

 
We did suffer a loss this fall.  Tom Radcliffe, a founding member of the Paint Creek Folklore 
Society, passed away quietly at home on October 5, 2009, with his wife Judy by his side.  His 
family and close friends were able to bid him farewell in his final days.   
 
Tom was a HUGE contributor to the launch, promotion and growth of Paint Creek as chronicled 
in the History of Paint Creek articles, captured in Paint Creek's website.  He was the President 
of Paint Creek Folk Gathering and Paint Creek Folklore Society from June 1976 to June 1978. 
  
Tom was also co-founder of Paint Creek's Tin Whistle Coffeehouse with the first coffeehouse 
presented on June 19, 1977 in the Oakland Center Abstention at Oakland University.  Tom 
performed as part of the group "Simple Gifts" for the first coffeehouse.  Tom continued for many 
years as Sound Man for the Tin Whistles, well after the move to University Presbyterian Church 
Fellowship Hall in 1979.  He and "Simple Gifts" continued as one of the promotion groups for 
Paint Creek in the greater Rochester area with concert and dance music. 
  
He led the organization team from Paint Creek to begin the "Zing into Spring" gatherings in April 
1978 in Lapeer, Michigan with the Detroit Folklore Society.  These gatherings laid the 
foundation for the PCFS May Playdays at UPC Rochester Hills that continue today.  He was 
also the Editor of this newsletter - Keepin' Tabs - from September 1979 to August 1981. 

 
Tom was an original member of the Olde Michigan Ruffwater Stringband of Rochester, 
Michigan, performing concerts and dances throughout the Midwest starting in September 1978.  
The stringband's schedule was heaviest in the 1980's with as many as 23 concerts and dances 
each month.  Tom and the 
stringband have played for two 
Michigan Governors, as well 
as the Midwest Governors on 
Mackinac Island.  He was one 
of the pillars of the stringband 
as they played each dance 
season for Greenfield Village 
in Lovett Hall from 1981 to 
2004.  He can be heard on 
their recordings "Michigan 
Winter" 1981, "Michigan 
Spring" 1991 and "Michigan 
Summer" 2002. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers go  
Out to Judy and Tom's family.   
Please consider a memorial  
contribution to Paint Creek  
Folklore Society in Tom's name. 
 

The Olde Michigan Ruffwater Stringband at Lovett Hall in 1978.  Left to right: 
Gene Menton, Rick Ott (now in North Carolina), Don McCoy, Jan Pavlinak, 
Carl Visconti, Tom Radcliffe (look for the distinguished graying beard), Sharon 
Robinson, Brad Battey Jr., Rosemary Kornacki, Judi Morningstar, Glen 
Morningstar Jr. and Don Hays.  Not shown: members Bob Hubbach, Cecelia 
Webster and William Webster. 


